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The story he tells in these
pages is indeed the untold story of
his people’s oppression under
foreign occupation. Much has
been reported in the U.S. media of
what the 17,000 Israeli colonizers
on the Golan might lose should
negotiations with Syria succeed.
But what of the 140,000 Syrians
expelled by Israel in 1967, or the
17,000 who remain there today?
What about their 33 years of lost
freedoms? This is their story.
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The Untold Story of Suffering and Endurance

The Syrian Community

on the

Golan Heights

By Bashar Tarabieh

In the summer of 1996, while visiting my family in the
occupied Golan Heights, | was arrested by the Israeli General
Security Services (GSS) and interrogated for seven days.
| discovered, through the process of interrogation, that | was
suspected of burning the local council building of my hometown,
Majdal Shams; burning an Israeli police station in the neighbor-
ing village of Mas’adeh; burning Israeli flags on every occasion
when | could lay my hands on one; working as a secret agent
for the Syrian Intelligence; directing all anti-occupation under-
ground activities in the Golan; and inciting Golanis against the
state of Israel. During the questioning, | was also asked about a
visit | made to the Palestinian West Bank two weeks earlier.
After telling them that | served as an interpreter with a Human
Rights Watch researcher who was investigating torture and
violation of freedom of the press by the Palestinian Authority,
they brought my human rights activism into their questioning.
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Throughout my detention | was put in soli-
tary confinement, tortured and subjected to
humiliation. In responding to their allegations,
| did not deny my active opposition to the Is-
raeli occupation of the Golan, or my commit-
ment to non-violent means of struggle for the
cause of returning the Golan to Syria. If these
constitute crimes under Israeli law, | told my
interrogators, then I'm guilty as charged. As for
the other allegations, | challenged them to
come up with a single piece of evidence or
witness to corroborate them. “Ym a human
rights activist,” | told them, “and this arrest is
unlawful and illegal. It violates many of my
rights.” | demanded the right to see my lawyer,
to be given decent meals (I did not eat for four
days because the food they gave me was in-
edible), to be released from solitary confine-
ment, and an end to Shabeh (position abuse
coupled with hooding that constitutes a form of
torture). The interrogator's responses were
illuminating: “Here there are no individual
rights, there are only state rights. As for the
food, it is the same that we eat. You are not in
a five-star hotel. We know that you will warn
your accomplices through your lawyer, there-
fore you will not see him until you tell us who
they are and we arrest them. As for hooding,
that is not torture. It's simply intended to pre-
vent you from seeing other prisoners while you
are ‘waiting’ to be interrogated.”

My ordeal was a moderate example of the
treatment of arrested activists in the Israeli-
occupied territories. | was fortunate to have
Human Rights Watch campaigning for my re-
lease and to be a resident of the United
States, which enabled the American Embassy
to intervene on my behalf with the Israeli
authorities.

Unlike other activists who stay in interroga-
tion for months, | was detained for seven days.
Unlike those who are usually subjected to far
worse forms of torture, my treatment was rela-
tively mild. And unlike the many who end up
going to jail on the basis of secret evidence or
confessions extracted under torture, | was re-
leased. But despite my good fortune to have
powerful advocates and good lawyers to se-
cure my release, my experience, like those of
countless others, bears testimony to the vi-
ciousness of Israel’'s occupation.

This article is intended to provide an ac-
count of the long suffering and grave injustice
that the Syrian community in the Golan
Heights has endured over the past 33 years. It
is a testimony to the inherent injustice of for-
eign occupation and to the steadfastness and
resistance of a disenfranchised community.
Since little has been written or reported about
this community in the Western media, | find it
necessary to couple the account of our strug-
gle with a brief social history of the Syrian

community of the occupied Golan Heights.

A Culture of Resistance

During the course of the 1967 war, Israel
launched the largest population transfer (per
capita) in the history of the Middie East in the
Golan, leaving only 6,396 of the total popula-
tion of over 130,000." Over 94 percent of the
population had to flee or were expelled from
the region. Of the 129 villages in the Golan,
only six remained inhabited.?

Most of the evacuated villages were bull-
dozed by the military during the first few years
of occupation. Soon after the war, lIsrael an-
nounced that the retention of the Golan would
be permanent. And while the Golan remained
under military administration until 1981, when it
was unilaterally annexed, it was evident that
Israel regarded the Golan differently than the
other territories occupied in 1967. Israel's first
Jewish settlement on the Golan was estab-
lished two weeks after the occupation, only a
few hundred feet from the new cease-fire line
with Syria. But most significantly, Israel’s policy
towards the remaining population reflected its
intention to integrate the Golan Syrian commu-
nity into Israel. Unlike its policy in the occupied
Palestinian territories, which sought to inte-
grate the land but not the people, in the Golan
Israel sought to integrate both the people and
the land.

Before discussing Israel's occupation, a
brief look at the social and political histories of
the Syrian community in the Golan will be help-
ful. Despite its small size, this population has
played a central role in the modern history of
the region. As the Ottoman Empire weakened
towards the end of the 19™ century, the Golan
villages, like many rural areas, were engaged
in revoits against local and regional Ottoman
authorities. Ottoman armies raided the Golan
several times to suppress resistance.

When the French Mandate, a quasi-
colonial arrangement, replaced Ottoman rule
at the end of World War |, the Golan commu-
nity was equally defiant against the French.
The first major Syrian revolt began in 1925, in
two rural areas in Syria, one of which was the
northern viliages of the Golan.® When the re-
volt was eventually suppressed, over half of
the male population of Majdal Shams and the
surrounding villages had been killed in battie,
and the villages were burned to the ground.*

The villages continued to resist French oc-
cupation until Syria gained its independence in
1946. After independence, the region was fully
integrated into Syria, and members from the
community participated in the political life of
the state.

Despite its relatively small size, the com-
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munity had a parliamentary representative during the brief unifica-
tion between Syria and Egypt (1959-1961). A turbulent era of mili-
tary coups followed the failure- of the unification experience, dur-
ing which time the community fully engaged in favoring some re-
gimes over others. For example, when Adeeb al-Shishakli took
over the government and began persecuting Syria’s Druze, the
region joined with the Druze in the Hawran area to mount a resis-
tance. With the rise of the Arab Socialist Baath Party, party chap-
ters were established in all villages. And when the party came to

First, it is important to note that, with the exception of the vil-
lage of Ghajar, whose population belongs to the Alawi sect of Is-
lam, virtually all the other villages belong to the Druze sect of Is-
lam. Historically, and to this day, Israel treats its Arab population
as a collection of significantly “different” groups: Muslims, Chris-
tians, Druze and Bedouin. This is an elaboration of a historic co-
lonial divide-and-rule policy that was employed by the British dur-
ing their mandate in Palestine. Among these groups, Israel came
to consider its Druze citizens as a “favored” minority on the

The Syrian Population of the Golan Heights before and after the Israeli Occupation
(Source: “Taking Root: Israeli Settlements in the West Bank, the Golan Heights, and Gaza,” by W.W. Harris, 1980, p. 65)

1960 Population: 130,000 plus

1960

power in the early 1960s, individuals from the community as-
sumed powerful positions in the government and the army.

Over the past century, then, even prior to the Israeli occupa-
tion, the northern villages of the Golan rebelied against different
regimes whose policies were unjust and discriminatory. This his-
tory seems to have fostered a culture of resistance in the Golan.
People’s consciousness and aspirations are informed by this his-
tory, as recent events attest.

In the limited literature on Israel's occupation of the Golan, one
important question is never raised: If israel saw the expulsion of
the maijority of the Syrian population from the Golan as expedi-
tious and wanted to control the land and its resources, why were
these six villages permitted to remain? The answer is crucial in
explaining the relationship between these villages and Israel.

1967 Population: 6,396

1967

(after the Israeii occupation)
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grounds that they are more loyal to the Jewish state than others.
Furthermore, while the vast majority of the Druze in the Middle
East consider themselves and are considered by others as Arabs
and Muslims, for ideological reasons Israel considers the Druze
as neither Arab nor Muslim. In this context, it is worth mentioning
that Israel's systematic manipulation of Druze identity in Israel
from 1948 to the present has been quite effective; many Druze
citizens of Israel accept and embrace their “uniqueness.” Israel
assumed that the northern villages on the Golan wouid follow
their Palestinian co-religionists in supporting the Jewish state and
its planned annexation of the region.

Taking this into consideration, the decision not to expel this
population was no coincidence.’ To the contrary, evidence sup-
ports the contention that Israel had planned to retain this popula-
tion before the war erupted. For example, when the Israeli mili-
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tary entered the village of Majdal Shams, it found that the resi-
dents of all the surrounding villages had taken refuge there. The
military sorted the refugees into two groups: Druze and non-
Druze, and expelled the latter across the cease-fire line. A few
weeks later, the Druze residents of Mas'adeh, Bug’atha, and A'in
Qinya were allowed to return to their villages.

From the first days of occupation, Israel initiated contacts with
the local religious and traditional leadership through proxies in
the Druze community in Israel. The population was assured that
the new rulers would not infringe on the freedom of movement
and travel nor would they confiscate their lands.

Following its previously successful policy with the Palestinian
Druze, who had become Israeli citizens after 1948, the first con-
tacts were initiated with Golan's spiritual leaders and the heads
of the largest hamulas (extended families). As a result, all prob-
lems and grievances could only be solved through these indi-
viduals who now found themselves cultivating more power than
they had enjoyed before the occupation. By attempting to win
over the religious and traditional leadership, Israel hoped to con-
trol the community as a whole.

During the first two weeks, the military governor of the Golan
issued decrees canceling the Syrian curriculum and instituting an
Israeli curriculum (something that did not happen in any other
territory occupied in 1967), dismantling the local councils, and
removing institutional structures that had existed under Syrian
control. Israel also encouraged the population to travel to Israel,
to visit relatives whom they had not seen since 1948 and to
make pilgrimages to Druze religious sites. Within a year, Golan
Druze were allowed to participate in the Israeli labor market,
even to work in construction in sensitive military installations in
the Golan and the occupied Sinai peninsula. By 1970, Israel es-
tablished small clinics in three of the villages, and allowed the
population to become members of the Israeli healthcare system.
In other words, Israel sought to integrate this population, believ-
ing that through such “positive” policies and economic incen-
tives, it could win their loyalty. By doing so, it also worked to-
wards achieving a de-facto annexation of the Golan.

The policies were clearly coercive. For one thing, unlike under
Syrian national rule, the majority of the population had to go
through a handful of individuals to get anything done, be it ac-
quiring a permit to cultivate land close to the new “borders” or to
expand a home. Furthermore, despite the power these individu-
als had, providing the service was contingent upon a promise by
the individual to formally state his acceptance of Israel's sover-
eignty over the Golan. Thirdly, the new policy of reviving the
power of the traditional leadership — which had relatively dimin-
ished under Syria's rule — benefited the largest hamula and put
its members in the position of local authority. In other words,
while the traditional hamula system was built upon distribution of
power among a number of large hamulas and their allies from
small hamulas, under the new system the largest hamula was
accorded a more exclusive form of power.

When schools were reopened, two of the three new adminis-
trators where from that largest family, one of whom was the son
of its traditional leader. And when Israel opened a post office in
Majdal Shams in the early 1970s, its appointed manager was the
other son of the same leader. Then, when Israel established io-
cal councils in the villages in 1974, two members of that family
were appointed as mayors of Majdal Shams and Mas’adeh. Simi-
lar situations prevailed in the villages of Bug'atha and A’'in Qinya.

As a whole, the community was aware of the unstated goals
of such appointments. While competition for power has always
existed among the different large families, this new favoritism
hardly increased such tensions. Resentment, rather, was di-
rected mainly against the individuals who took advantage of the
situation rather than against their whole extended family. Most
of the resentment, however, was against the Israeli authorities,
given the transparency of their goals. Such resentment took two
forms: a few chose to join the underground movement against
the occupation, while the majority expressed a more passive re-
sentment to such favoritism by minimizing their use of the local
council and contacts with individuals representing Israeli authori-
ties or, when possible, by avoiding such contacts altogether.
Since local councils were appointed and not elected, and since
they hardly provided any of the desperately needed social and
other services, it was not difficult for members of the community
to identify Israel and its local agents as the source of their prob-
lems.

Overall, while the military rule of the population was less re-
pressive than in the other occupied territories, occupations are
inherently unstable and repressive arrangements. Following its
own colonial approach to governing non-Jews, Israel confiscated
lands from all of the Arab villages despite its exclusive control
over 95 percent of the land in the region. More striking was the
eviction of the village of Sehita in 1969 to build a military installa-
tion on its property.

Within this context, one can understand the emerging ten-
sions in relations between the traditional and spiritual leader-
ships and Israel. The community’s leadership understood and
sought lines of communication with Israel to sustain its authority
through ensuring minimal disruptions in the community’s life un-
der the new rulers. Israel, on the other hand, sought to control
the community through its leadership, co-opting individuals by
empowering them to function as liaisons between the state and
the community. The well being of the community was not a factor
in Israel's consideration.

When the first demonstration against Israel erupted with the
death of the Egyptian president, Gamal Abdul Nasser, in 1970,
Israelis could not corprehend why “Druze” were mourning the
death of their putative enemy. More surprising for Israelis was
the unanimous support given by the traditional and religious
leadership and the community in general to members of an un-
derground movement who were caught engaging in pro-Syrian
activities and tried before a military court. Over two thousand
people (almost two thirds of the adult population) showed up for
the trial. The trial revealed that since the early weeks of the oc-
cupation, an underground movement was organized to resist it
by gathering information about Israel's military and seftlement
activities in the Golan, and transferring the information to Syrian
intelligence across the: cease-fire line.

It was not until a meeting in Tel-Aviv in April 1972 between
Israeli defense minister Moshe Dayan and the notables of the
community that Israel realized the magnitude of its illusions. At
that meeting, Dayan told the representatives that the community
must start paying taxes fike all citizens of Israel do. One repre-
sentative answered that the Golan Druze are “Syrian citizens
under occupation by the Israeli army.” Dayan replied, “If you
renounce your Syrian citizenship | will make you Israeli in 24
hours.”” The same leader answered, “I will never renounce my
Syrian citizenship.” And another leader said, “You won the war,
but you did not win the people’s confidence.”®
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Israeli Settlements in the Occupied Golan
Heights — Population 17,000
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Dayan and his security advisers realized for the first time that
co-optation of this population would not be achieved through
“friendly” policies. An intimidation campaign started the next day.
By the end of 1972, when the large underground spying opera-
tion was discovered, Israeli authorities reacted with collective
repression for the first time. Those arrested were sentenced to
long prison terms. Their families were harassed throughout the
1970s. The standards of providing services became harshly con-
tingent on vocal support of Israeli presence in the Golan. More
lands and water resources were confiscated and high taxation
was imposed by force.

From 1972 and until 1981, co-optation was sought through a
mixed policy of rewards and punishments. On the one hand,

more repressive policies were employed against those who ex-
pressed opposition to the occupation. Traditional leaders who
previously enjoyed some privileges where shunned by the mili-
tary authorities and treated with indifference at best. At the same
time, fear was instilled in the population through a number of ac-
tions. When Israel discovered the spying rings in 1972, soldiers
killed 18-year-old E’ zat Abu-Jabal in an ambush on the border.
The military wanted to teach the population a lesson. E'zat's
body was tied to a military jeep and dragged through the streets
of Majdal Shams for over six hours so that everyone could see it.
In 1975, when Nazih Abu-Zeid, who also worked undercover with
Syrian intelligence, stepped on a mine on his way to Syria to
transfer information, the military left him laying in the mine field
for over a day screaming for help with all the community watch-
ing him helplessly. After he bled to death, soldiers recovered his
body and made a similar spectacle. The message was clear: no
longer will Israel regard ali the Golan Druze as friends; there are
“good” Druze and “bad” Druze and each will be treated accord-
ingly. During the same period, Israel stepped up its policy of land
confiscation, and elevated the status of collaborators by install-
ing them as the heads of local councils and religious courts.

But it was precisely during this era that the roots of the Arab
nationalist identity were reinforced and articulated within the
community. Before the nccupation, many Golan Druze were ac-
tive in the Baath and Nasserist parties of Syria. They saw their
Druzeness as mere sectarian belonging within a larger Islamic
religious identity and a more inclusive Arab nationality.

What Israel tried to do was to invest their Druzeness with a
new meaning that included an opposition to Arabness. For Go-
lanis, accepting Druzeness as the core of their identity in effect
became paramount to accepting Israeli occupation. Israeli-run
schools taught children courses in “Druze Heritage,” which pre-
sented Druze as a separate and always persecuted non-Arab,
ethno-religious minority. In the curricula for “Druze History” and
“Israeli Civics,” an emphasis was put on the “historic” relations
between Jews and Druire, and the need to build a strategic alli-
ance to combat the threat of the Arab Muslim enemy.

This use of education to promote a political agenda included
publications of books titled: “Mathematics for Druze” and
“Geography for Druze.” For parents, traditional leaders and relig-
ious leaders alike, accepting this narrative meant disconnection
from their own history in which they saw themselves and were
seen by others as part of a larger Arab community and culture.
The seeds for a far more robust and collective form of resistance
were planted through such flagrant manipulation of a people’s
identity.

Annexation and Full Scale Repression

But the peak of articulating their Syrian-Arab identity did not
come until Israel unilaterally annexed the Golan on December
14, 1981. It was during this period that the entire community mo-
bilized in protest against the annexation under the slogan “The
Golan is Syrian Arab.” When protesters shouted this slogan in
Arabic, al-Jawalan Arabi Suri, it was clear to them that they
meant that the Golan is not Jewish or Israeli, and that the Go-
lan’s Arabness is defined by their presence in it as Arabs.

An open strike was announced by the community to protest
the annexation and israel's attempts to force the population to
accept Israeli citizenship. During the six months of this strike,
many public meetings were held in all villages to reach decisions
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and discuss strategies for dealing with the new assault on their
identity. Everybody could hear and participate in the discussions
(of course, in this patriarchal context, “everybody” meant all adult
males.)

A collective decision was taken to refuse the Israeli IDs which
were burned as part of the protest. This expression of identity
was further reinforced by the feedback from Syria and the Arab
world through the media and official statements in support of the
community. Israeli violations of human rights during the strike
reached new heights.. Peaceful demonstrations were suppressed
with force, which included the use of live ammunition. The vil-
lages were put under curfew, sometimes for weeks at a time. For
three months, Israel blocked the entry of food supplies coliected
by Palestinian and Israeli leftist activists.

During the strike, | was twelve years old. | remember my fam-
ily, like all families in the village, eating mostly bread for weeks
during that period. What | remember most, though, is the solidar-
ity that everyone demonstrated in the neighborhood. My mother,
who had just given birth to my youngest brother, joined other
women in aiding the communal resistance. Since food supplies
were scarce, people pooled their meager resources to ensure
the relative well-being of all.

The extraordinary circumstance of the strike solidified the
community’s commitment to return to Syria. Since everyone was
on strike, and hence unemployed, the community decided to use
this free available labor force to improve the living conditions in
the villages, long neglected by Israel. In all four villages, commu-
nal projects were initiated to install sewage systems which the
villages needed desperately. Some contributed through their
physical labor, others contributed machinery they owned. Some,
like civil engineers and contractors, contributed their expertise,
and those who were economicaily well off contributed the money
needed to buy the raw material for the projects. These types of
solidarity-oriented communal activities helped the community to
assert its own identity and prove to itself that even under repres-
sion it could survive and thrive.

Another change that the struggle against annexation inadver-
tently brought was a significant transformation in the status of
women in the Golan. The strike and the communal resistance
that emerged as a result created an opportunity for women to
renegotiate the gender roles that prevailed in the Golan as a tra-
ditional rural Arab society.

Suddenly, women were full participants in demonstrations,
often the ones who confronted the soldiers directly whenever
they attempted to enter houses. Women used their own bodies
to block soldiers to prevent the arrest of men. Furthermore, while
the traditional role of taking care of the needs of the household
(cleaning, preparing food, etc.) was always taken for granted as
“women’s work,” the economic hardship during the strike, men’s
inability to provide financially for the household, and women’s
resourcefulness in finding ways to put food on the table in-
creased the significance and visibility of their contribution to soci-

ety.

After the strike ended, the change in women'’s status could be
seen most clearly among younger women. The percentage of
women finishing high school rose sharply, and women began
attending colleges in Israel and abroad. As these graduates en-
tered the labor market, they did so with the stated goal of achiev-
ing economic and social independence.

The advancement in women’s status in the Golan now is quite
visible. While prior to the 1980s, only a handful of women
worked as teachers in kindergarten and first grade, today scores
of women with university degrees teach at all school levels.
Many women professionals also work in the Golan as nurses,
medical assistants, lab technicians, and administrators.

Even those who could not pursue higher education because
of family restrictions or economic hardship have found opportuni-
ties to break the old patterns of confinement in the private
sphere by finding jobs in agriculture and factories. A few women
have succeeded in opening their own small businesses, such as
shops, hair salons and dress-making. Women, however, are still
disproportionately underrepresented in the job market compared
to men.

In my own family, my mother was “fortunate” among women
of her generation to have been allowed to finish fourth grade.
The vast majority of my mother's generation is illiterate. My two
sisters, on the other hand, attended universities despite my fa-
ther's reservations. One finished her BA in Arabic literature and
philosophy at Haifa University and now works as a teacher. My
other sister studied to be a lab technician at Damascus Univer-
sity. She has not found a job in her field in the Golan and is em-
ployed as a dental assistant. This sharp generational contrast
between older and younger women is common in many families.

The strike ended after six months, in part because of the shift
in the media attention from Israel’s annexation of the Golan to its
invasion of Lebanon and the devastation that wrought. The Go-
lan community had to cut its losses and negotiate a resolution to
the strike. In these negotiations, despite some compromises, the
community’s leaders maintained a rejection of Israeli citizenship.®
Israel refused their demand to write “Syrian Arab” in the
“nationality” section on the IDs. The compromise was to leave
the space for nationality blank. Golan Druze hold IDs which state
that they were born in the “Golan heights” (not “Syria” and not
“Israel”). Their Israeli-issued travel documents state that their
nationality is “undefined.”

Despite this officially sanctioned vagueness, Golanis continu-
ally feel the need to assure the world and themselves that they
see themselves as Arabs. This is evident in all public statements
made by their leaders and activists, and by countiess communal
and institutional activities that have been organized since the
annexation. Communal kindergartens and annual summer
camps always incorporate the Syrian and Arab identity in their
pedagogical frameworks. Sports clubs and athletic teams adopt
names like “the Freedom Club,” “the Unity Club,” “the Steadfast-
ness Club,” “the Avant-garde Club,” etc. These clubs, despite
their athletic purpose, become social and political institutions that
organize activities around the goal of resisting occupation and
attempts to change the community’s Arab identity.

That being said, Israel has never given up its attempts to chal-
lenge the Arabness of the community. Though it changed its pol-
icy dramatically in the post-strike era, employing harsher and
more repressive methods in dealing with the population as a col-
lective, it continued its punishment and reward approach. This
time, however, the strategy was not to favor whole hamulas but
rather to favor individual collaborators regardless of their hamula
background. When the mayor of Majdal Shams died in the late
1980s, Israel appointed Turki al-A’jami, an Israeli Druze who had
fled the Golan in 1950 after the Syrian government learned about
his spying activity for Israel. When al-A’jami did not prove to be
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obedient enough and did not comply with all the dictates of the
Israeli security services, he was replaced in the mid-1990s with
Salim al-Shufi, who was a member of Al-A’jami’s spying ring, but
is seen by Israel as more loyal and less sympathetic with the lo-
cal population.

The repressive policies of the 1980s, however, did not prove
to be more efficient than the relatively “friendly” policy that pre-
ceded the annexation. Then, in the late 1980s, a dramatic policy
shift occurred following recommendations submitted by Aharon
Zubeida the Israeli prime minister's adviser on Golan Druze af-
fairs. Zubeida had held the office of the chief military officer for

Zubeida’s recommendations were adopted in their totality by
the security apparatus, which continues to be the sole decision-
making authority regarding resource allocations and appoint-
ments to positions in schools, government health clinics and lo-
cal councils. Repression returned to being used selectively, and
rewards were granted in proportion to the concessions made by
individuals and hamulas. A few unqualified teachers and princi-
pals were fired and replaced with more qualified ones in the
hope of changing the population’s perception of the schools as
simply sites for fostering an Israeli agenda. The new teachers,
however, were put under greater pressure than ever to impose

April 7,1994, Syrian Independence Day Demonstration in Majdal Shams, Golan Heights.
Source: Arab Association for Development

education in the Golan schools from the mid-1970s until annexa-
tion, and he served as the civil director of the educational system
until 1990. His recommendations were part of an MA thesis that
he submitted to Haifa University.

In his recommendations, Zubeida argued that the overall Is-
raeli policy towards the Golan Druze had failed to achieve its
goals. The fatal mistake in the pre-annexation era, according to
Zubeida, was favoring the largest hamula in each village, while
neglecting the rest. Instead, Israeli authorities should have fo-
cused on Majdal Shams, which dominated the traditional and
religious leaderships of the villages. Another mistake of the
1980s, said Zubeida, was using collective punishment, which
only helped to sustain and strengthen pro-Syrian sentiment.
Rather, he argued, Israel should return to a strategy of building
strong relations with the traditional ieadership without favoring
one big hamula over another, thereby fostering rivalries as a
means of breaking down collective solidarity. In short, Zubeida
recommended that Israel employ a more sophisticated approach
to pit members of the community against each other.

just such an Israeli agenda. Today, anyone suspected of having
a pro-Syrian political orientation in his/her private or public life is
immediately fired. The curriculum, too, is under greater scrutiny,
and academic appointrnents are contingent upon the applicants’
promise that they and their immediate family members will not
participate in any political activity regarded as hostile to Israel.

But the most significant, recent step to break down communal
solidarity was the institutional separation of Majdal Shams from
the rest of the villages. Historically, Israel has maintained that a
handful of pro-Syrians based in Majdal Shams is behind the anti-
Israeli sentiments in the community. Now, following a new, un-
written policy begun in the early 1980s, Israel is isolating Majdal
Shams systematically from the other villages. A new high school
has been built in Majdal Shams. Previously, students from all
villages attended one high school in Mas'adeh, where they got to
know each other. This, to a large degree, knitted all four villages
together, reinforcing their sense of community. By separating
Majdal Shams students from all the others, Israeli authorities
hope to destroy the continuity of common identification among




The Link

Page 8

new generations from the different villages. In addition to this
step, systematic efforts are in place to make each village an in-
dependent unit in terms of public services, thus minimizing the
need to travel among the villages.

A program that was instituted between 1977 and 1980, which
allowed a score of students to study in Syria, was reinstated in
1989. Previously, those selected to go were primarily from large
hamulas, the sons of the most powerful traditional leaders. But,
following Zubeida's recommendations, the new program was
less discriminating; any student is allowed to study in Syria if he
or. she and immediate members of their families promise to
cease political activities. Those who refuse are punished by hav-
ing their applications rejected. This program was also used to
break the social ostracism that has always existed against col-
laborators who work in the state-appointed local councils. The
applicants have to go through two interviews, one with the head
of the local council and the second with a security officer from
the office of the prime minister's adviser for Golan Druze affairs.

Following Zubeida’s recommendations, Israel also sought to
improve its relations with the religious establishment. For the first
time, the state allowed a large religious delegation to visit holy
sites in Syria in 1990. Two more visits were approved for hun-
dreds of individuals to visit their relatives in Syria as long as they
pass security clearance. And when the Syrian president's son
(and heir apparent) died in a car accident, Israel allowed a dele-
gation to visit Syria and participate in the funeral. While these
steps are related to the renewed negotiations with the Syrian
government after 1991, and might be interpreted as signs of
flexibility in Israel’s position regarding returning at least some
territory to Syria, one must also consider their intended implica-
tions for the community as part of the new strategy of modified
co-optation. If negotiations with Syria fail for whatever reasons,
Israel hopes that such steps will prove its “good” intentions to the
community, thereby facilitating a new campaign of permanent
control and integration.

However, after ten years of active implementation, this new
strategy has proved no more fruitful than previous strategies. So
far, there are no signs to indicate that the community or seg-
ments of it are abandoning their belief in their Arabness or their
identity as Syrian citizens. Even the younger generations who
are more exposed to the Israeli-imposed educational curriculum
are as active against the occupation as ever. This is because
individual identity is forged primarily in family households and
through communal socialization, a fact that is particularly true in
the Golan Heights.

A Community under Siege

Virtually every family in the Golan has close relatives in Syria.
This is largely a consequence of the 1967 war, when at least one
third of the community happened to be outside the Golan and
subsequently was barred from returning. ‘Ain al-Tiynih, better
known to the international community as the Shouting Hill, is a
half mile east of Majdal Shams in the UN-controlled demilitarized
zone. Because Israel has never given Syrians in the Golan the
universal right, as opposed to rare, individual permission, to
travel to Syria (or anywhere else in the Arab world), and because
there are no phone links between the two countries, people use
the hill to communicate with those across the boundary.

In the case of my family, for example, in the 1950s one of my
father's sisters married into a family that lives in a village near

Damascus. Her village is a 45-minute drive by car. But since
1967, all communication with her has been impossible. During
the early 1970s, she used to come to the Shouting Hiil to “meet”
my family. But as she grew older, such trips became more diffi-
cult and eventually ceased. When her husband died, two funer-
als were held, one in his hometown, another in Majdal Shams,
thereby giving my family a chance to mourn his passing. My aunt
came to the Shouting Hill, and her sisters and brothers paid con-
dolences through loudspeakers. Since 1967, every year one can
witness funerals like this.

Sad incidents like funerals are seldom, if ever, reported by the
israeli or international media. But another phenomenon some-
what unique to the Golan community — marriage across the
“pborder” is reported. Historically, the custom started when a few
students who attended Damascus University in the 1970s de-
cided to get married to women they met there. When they re-
turned to the Golan, they applied for family reunification with their
newly wedded spouses. In those instances, Israeli and interna-
tional media arrived to cover the entry of the brides into the Go-
lan through the UN base in the demilitarized zone. During the
1890s this phenomenon became more common. Now, however,
the vast majority of the marriages are between family relatives
who met on the Shouting Hill. While this might seem a very tra-
ditional form of marriage (i.e., marrying a virtual stranger), it
emerged primarily due to the restriction of freedom of movement
imposed by Israel on the community. The most common form of
these marriages occurs between a bride from the Golan and a
groom from other parts of Syria.

There is a sociological explanation for this phenomenon. Be-
cause the age of marriage has been on the rise since 1982, it
has become more difficult for women who do not marry young to
find spouses within the small population of the villages. One rea-
son for this is that most high school graduates (especially males)
decide to pursue higher education, thereby delaying their own
marriages. At the same time, given the patriarchal realities in the
Golan, there is still a tendency among men to seek marriage with
women who are between 19 and 25 years old. As a result, many
women find themselves with little prospects of finding a spouse
and submit to family pressure to marry a relative in Syria.

More recently, financial hardship and inability to find a plot of
land to build a private house makes marriage for young men and
women more difficult. While the population of the villages has
tripled since 1967, areas designated by Israel for construction
have hardly increased.

As a result, the villages have become so crowded that little
new construction is possible. And because, as in most societies,
members of the community believe that establishing a new family
requires a separate residence that can accommodate children,
many individuals suspend their engagement or marriage until a
private residence is secured. All of which contributes — nega-
tively — to the rising age of marriage.

For women approaching their mid-twenties, this often means
that agreeing to a fixed marriage to a relative in Syria becomes
more appealing than the prospect of remaining single for life.
And while the practice of forced marriages does not exist in the
Golan, social pressure and lack of options are the primary fac-
tors inspiring them to meet their future husbands at the Shouting
Hill.

While the Israeli-imposed restrictions on freedom of travel to
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Syria is the chief reason for this phenomenon, Israeli and West-
ern media present these marriages as exotic or sad at best. Also
underlying the coverage of these incidents is the assumption that
Israel is helping these couples by allowing the marriages to take
place and approving permissions for family reunification.

Between 1974 and 1979, under pressure from the interna-
tional community, Israel granted limited access to some mem-
bers of the community to meet their family members at a UN
post inside the cease-fire line across from Majdal Shams. Per-
missions were granted by the office of the Israeli military gover-
nor. Excluded were all the families and relatives of those impris-
oned after the arrest of the underground movement in 1973.

In 1977, community leaders petitioned Israel to allow high
school graduates to attend Damascus University since very few
could afford Israeli universities. Syria expressed its willingness to
accept anyone who wished to study there and declared that Go-
lan students would be given full scholarships and monthly sti-
pends to cover food and other living expenses. While the military
agreed to grant permissions, its security apparatus took advan-
tage of this opportunity to further its control over the community.
By restricting the number of permissions to ten students a year,
Israel hoped to create competition among the extended families
so that the leadership of these families would be inclined to im-
prove their relationships with the military authorities to secure
opportunities for their student relatives. The selection process
was highly politicized in that permissions were given to the sib-
lings of key persons in the community.

But when Israeli politicians began voicing their intent to annex

Valley of Tears.

Golani woman from Majdal Shams comunictig with relatives across Shouting Hill, alsoca,lled the

the Golan in 1978, the military authorities were surprised by a
unified rejection of its plans by all leaders of the community,
even those who were previously seen as compliant. In response,
Israel arrested five of the main leaders from Majdal Shams and
canceled family meetings at the UN base. When the commu-
nity's dissent became more vocal, Israel canceled the Syria
scholarships altogether in the summer of 1981. In a dramatic
display, Israel allowed the ten students going to Damascus to
reach the UN office in Quneitra, at which time it declared they
could not go, and forced them to return.

Between 1981 and 1989, not one person was allowed to travel
to Syria. Furthermore, while most Palestinians could travel to
Jordan, and from there to other destinations in the Middie East,
no Golanis were allowed such opportunities. After Israel signed a
peace agreement with Egypt, Israeli citizens (Jews and Arabs)
could travel there, but not Syrians from the Golan.

Using the desperation of the community to reestablish contact
with relatives in Syria, Israel applied the same strategy for han-
dling applications for family reunification or travel to Syria.
Throughout the 33 years of occupation, the only way to achieve
family reunification has been by seeking the intercession of influ-
ential Israeli Druze to intervene with the authorities. By doing so,
Israel hoped that a system of protectionism would emerge that
would foster rivairies among families to compete for benefits.
However, while people did take advantage of this setting, and
competition did emerge among leaders, no serious strife re-
sulted. When lIsrael took drastic measures to enforce the an-
nexation, the leadership was wise enough not to let such rival-
ries come between them and a unified front against annexation.

Source: Arab Association for Development
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After Israel revised its policies towards the community in ac-
cordance with Zubeidah's recommendations, scholarships to
Syria were reinstated. And after the resumption of negotiations
between Israel and the Arab states in Madrid in 1991, restric-
tions on the number of students were lifted. However, while over
600 students have attended Damascus University between 1989
and today, these scholarships were used, as was the case in the
1970s, to undermine and compromise the community’s political
will. High school students known to be active against the occu-
pation are always denied permission. Moreover, all those who
are granted permission are forced to meet with the appointed
mayors of the local councils, who have always been seen by the
community as collaborators and command no respect whatso-
ever.

The assertion that Israel uses (and abuses) the community's
needs to establish contacts with relatives in Syria to further its
policies of co-optation or for diplomatic ends can be seen best
through the issue of family reunification. Israeli immigration law,
which allows only individuals belonging to the Jewish faith to im-
migrate to Israel, was used to justify Israel's unwillingness to al-
low almost one-third of the Golanis who were not present in the
region when it was occupied to return. The only way to circum-
vent this discriminatory law is to use two provisional exceptions
stated by the law: allowing immediate family members or new
spouses to return through family reunification. These two excep-
tions can also be suspended for “security” reasons.

In the case of the Golan, the infrequency of approving applica-
tions is consistent with Israel’s overall policy towards the commu-
nity. When the state wanted to demonstrate its “good faith” inten-
tions towards the community between 1967 and 1972, many ap-
plications were approved. Of course, no application was ap-

proved on its merits or through a standard legal process, but
rather through interventions from local leaders with the authori-
ties. When the community rejected the proposed annexation,
and later resisted its enactment, few applications were approved.
After 1989, with the institution of new policies, the rate of ap-
proval has risen again. In fact, between 1992 and today, more
applications were approved than between 1975-89.

This manipulation of family relations and reunification is com-
pounded by the fact that the vast majority of the population be-
longs to the Druze sect of Islam, which forbids marriage with
non-Druze. The only options are to marry within the community
or with Druze from Israel. But given the stark political differences
with Israeli Druze, this option has been rarely pursued by Go-
lanis. Now, after 33 years of intermarriages within such a smalil
community, the risk of hereditary diseases continues to rise.
Israeli medical researchers have identified a form of hereditary
diabetes that is unique to the Golan community, and a study by
the Arab Association for Development indicates that the risk for
heart disease is more prevalent within certain extended families,
pointing to a possible hereditary cause.

This blatant violation of the right of freedom of travel and
movement that has persisted since 1967 has always been ration-
alized by Israeli officials as a security necessity. However, such
indiscriminate labeling of all members of the community as a se-
curity threat demonsirates the transparency of Israel's actual
intentions towards the Golan community. Whether individuals
actively protest the occupation or take a more passive position,
or even collaborate with it, the end result will still be indiscrimi-
nate subjugation and collective punishment such as restricting
freedom of travel, land confiscation and denial of basic services.

s
4

Shouting Hill. Golan man waves to his family across the Demilitarized Zone. In background, a hill in Majdal

Shams, confiscated by Israel in 1967, now surrounded by a mine field.

Source: Arab Association for Development
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Forms of Resistance to the Occupation

Disenfranchised communities, whether under occupation or
not, utilize the little power they have to resist the injustice in-
flicted upon them. The form of resistance usually emerges from
their lived reality and their available resources. In the Golan con-
text, resistance was shaped by the types of repression employed
by Israel and the community’s resources. Given its small size,
armed resistance was not an option. Hence, throughout the oc-
cupation, communal resistance has been nonviolent.

One strategy was to extend farming lands to prevent Israel
from confiscating them. While farming irrigated land was eco-
nomically beneficial, a large portion of the villages' land had no
access to water or was located in hilly terrain. According to Is-
raeli law, land not cultivated for five years in a row automatically
becomes state land. To avoid losing these lands, community
members labored to transform fallow lands into cultivated lands.

After 1978, when Israel made clear its intentions to annex the
Golan and impose Israeli citizenship, the community realized that
more assertive forms of resistance were needed to confront the
new threat to their national and political identity. Public declara-
tions by the leadership, accompanied by communal strikes and
demonstrations, emerged as the new strategy to deal with occu-
pation. The 1978-1982 period, when the community's identity
was under immediate assault, turned out to be one of maturation
of the Arab national identity within the community. The new re-
sistance also brought to the political forefront a younger, less
traditional leadership.

The first signs of this emergent leadership can be traced to
the late 1970s, when the only existing communal institutions,
sports clubs, began carrying out political and social activities di-
rected towards protesting the possible annexation.

In 1981, the Golan Academic Association was established. It
was concerned exclusively with protesting the occupation and
creating communal solidarity and resistance. This meant that
the resistance, which had been managed by traditional and relig-
ious leaders until the late 1970s, now had an institutional dimen-
sion by the early 1980s.

In 1982, during the strike, the Women's Committee was
formed with a declared commitment to solidify resistance through
advocating and enabling women'’s participation. Both the Golan
Academic Association and the Women’s Committee established
kindergartens in 1983 in all villages. These were attempts to
challenge Israeli monopoly over the educational system. In addi-
tion, the Golan Academic Association and the sports clubs or-
ganized the first summer camp in 1983 with the declared mission
to compensate the younger generations for the biased presenta-
tion in the schools of Arab history, politics and culture. The camp
became an annual event, providing an alternative site of educa-
tion to raise Arab national consciousness and Arab identity.

Israel saw the camp as a threat to the application of its poli-
cies in the Golan. The police and the collaborator-run local coun-
cils intimidated those who rented rooms for the kindergartens by
imposing high fines under the pretext that these places were not
designated as rental property or safe for children. The commu-
nity raised funds to pay these fines but, when this strategy failed,
local councils established their own kindergartens. Most Golanis
boycotted these schools because they felt that they undermined
a popular initiative. When Israel succeeded in closing two kinder-

gartens in the village of A'in Qinya, the local council closed its
kindergarten too, proving that it had been established not to
serve the community but to compete with the community-run
ones. Fines and other forms of harassment against landiords
and employees of the kindergartens continue to this day.

As for the summer camp, every year lIsraeli security forces
arrest some of the activists'who run it to intimidate participation
and support. When Israel attempted to compete with the camp
by organizing its own camp, only a few teenagers registered and
the camp was canceled. On at least three occasions, large po-
lice forces raided the camp attempting to close it, but all failed. In
one instance, in 1989, when hundreds of policemen surrounded
the camp, more than 2,000 men and women from all the villages
rushed to the camp and forced the police to leave.

Among other things, communal support for the camp, the larg-
est summer camp in all the Israeli-occupied territories, demon-
strates the community’s acceptance and embrace of institutional
activism. Still, this community-based activism has its limitations
in light of the grave lack of social services in the Golan under
Israeli occupation. By itself, the community could not mobilize or
financially afford to establish a credible healthcare system or
other types of projects that can improve living standards in the
Golan.

To redress this lacuna, in 1991 a group of activists decided to
establish the Arab Association for Development (AAD), the first
and only registered non-governmental organization. The AAD
started its work by initiating a health project with a very modest
budget from donations in the community and equipment donated
from the Jerusalem-based Palestinian al-Magased and Augusta
Victoria hospitals. Local physicians agreed to work for the new
health center at 40 percent of their standard salaries, with the 60
percent to be paid when the clinic became successful. Until the
opening of the polyclinic in 1993, healthcare services were se-
verely inadequate. For example, Majdal Shams, with a popula-
tion of 7,500 in 1991, was served by one Israeli-run clinic, with
one general physician who worked six hours a day, five days a
week. No services were available to handle emergency cases.
Many people involved in car or work-related accidents died as a
result of the total absence of local emergency services. Pregnant
women had to trave! by car aimost one hour to reach the nearest
hospital to deliver their babies. Medical measures like blood
tests and x-rays required the patient to travel for 45 minutes to
the nearest medical lab in the Israeli town of Kiriat Shemona.

Within a few years, the AAD's health center succeeded in
overcoming most of these problems. Today, the center, with
branches in four villages, provides 24-hour services for over 70
percent of the community’s health service needs. (When AAD
tried to establish a fifth branch in the village of Ghajar, Israeli
security, with the help of collaborators, initiated an intimidation
campaign against landlords who expressed willingness to pro-
vide a place for the clinic. AAD has encouraged the Ghajar com-
munity to use the new health services in the other four villages,
and today scores of families are insured with the health center.)
Most of the center's employees are local specialists. Services
include a medical iab, x-ray room, and a physiotherapy center.
During its early stages, the center received funding from a few
European non-governmental organizations, but eventually it be-
came self-sufficient, maintaining itself from patient fees. Profits
are reinvested to expand the scope of its services.

(Continued on page 13)
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Syrian Villages on the Golan Heights Destroyed by Israel

A'abdine
A'adeissa
A'almine
A'amoudiya
A'amret el Freij
A'asha

A'ayoun Hadid
A'ayoun Hamood
Abou Foula
Ahmedya

Ain el Hajal

Ain el Haour

Ain el Kourra
Ain el Wardiya
Ain Fite

Ain Semsem

Ain Ziouan
Aishiye

A'lleiqa

Bab el Haoua (1)
Bab el Haoua (2)
Baniass

EEIIE]

SELEE]

Beir Shqume

Bir A'ajam

Bira

Bjourlya
Boutmiya

Briga

Cheikh A'li

Dabboussiya

Dabia

Daboura

Dalhamiya

Daloua

Deir A'aziz

Deir Srass

Derdara

Doura

El A'al

El Faham

El Razaniya

Fakhoura

Farj

Fazara

Fig

Heitel

Houssainiyat
Cheikh Ali

Houssainnia

Houtiya

Jdeiya

Jibine

Jouaiza

Joubbata el
Khashab

Joubbata el Zaite
Joukhadar
Joumaya
Journiya

Jraba

Kafer el Ma
Kafer Hareb
Kaouass

Kefer Naffakh
Khane Errennbeh
Khirbat A'ayoun
Khirbat Jourmaya
Khisfine
Khouaikha

Khushniya
Koufeir
Ma'alaga
Ma'ariya
Mahjar
Majamia'a
Majdoulya
Mannsoura
Maz Kanef
Mazra'a
Mazra'at Nab
Mazra'at Qunitr
Myjilhiya

. Mnaltnate

Moumsijya
Mourhr
Mourhr|Sheba'a
Na'rane

Nukhlig

Oumm el Dananir
Qudriya
Qana'aba
Qara'ne
Qasrine
Qousblya
Qrahta

Qrlez Wawi

Qtrana
Qufaniya
Qunitra
Rafid
Ramtaniya
Raouia
Razaniya
Rouhaniya
Sa'ada
SEINCERNZ]
Sanaber
Sehita
Shibba (1)
Shibba (2)
Sinndiana
Skake
Skoufiya
Siar el Kherfane
Slougiya
Soubahiya
Sourmane
Subah
Taiba
Tannouriya
Tel Aaziziyate
Trannja
Yaa'roubiya
Yaqoussa
Zaita
Zaoura

Remains of the Syrian village of Khushniya, destroyed by Israel after its occupation of the

Golan Heights.

Source: Arab Association for Development
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Another ambitious project the AAD is pursuing is a cultural
center that provides younger generations with the chance to de-
velop artistic and musical talents. The music project provides
courses in Arabic and classical instruments, with the assumption
that Arabic music is a fundamental component of community's
cultural identity. Such options are not only absent in the Israeli-
run schools, but are deemed unnecessary and insignificant com-
pared with “conventional” subjects like math and history. Cur-
rently, AAD is considering expanding this project to include thea-
ter, Arabic poetry and writing.

A third project that AAD has been carrying out for the past
four years is an agricultural laboratory that provides consultation
to farmers on the use of fertilizers, pesticides and improvement
of production. In addition, the project has rented lands from local
farmers to examine the prospects for crop diversification in order
to avoid the weaknesses of a single-crop economy (apples),
which is vulnerable to weather problems and market prices.

Since its establishment, the AAD has been subject to strict
scrutiny by the Israeli security services, which seeks to close the
organization. As part of this effort, all AAD members were sum-
moned for interrogation by the Israeli police at one time or an-
other, and at least in one instance the police accused the AAD of
being a cover organization for “illegal” pro-Syrian activities.

But the unconditional communal support has made it difficult
for Israel to close the AAD so far. As a result, currently Israel is
following a different strategy. Like the case of the kindergartens
in the 1980s, Israeli authorities decided to establish parallel
health centers in two of the villages to compete with those of the
AAD. While AAD was consistently denied permission for an am-
bulance, these new health centers were given permission
months before they opened. The community, however, which is
fully aware of the motives behind establishing the new centers,
has remained faithful to the AAD’s health center. Furthermore,
given the non-profit nature of the AAD’s projects, it is doubtful
that the new centers, which are under the jurisdiction of the Is-
raeli health ministry, will be able to compete, given the profit-
oriented policies of the official healthcare system.

In addition to these types of AAD activities, the older forms of
resistance are still as evident as ever. Community based kinder-
gartens are still running despite all of Israel’'s obstacles. Last
year's summer camp broke its old attendance record, hosting
over 450 children between the ages of 8 and 15. The community
continues its annual commemoration of the 1982 strike every

February 14, as well as its celebration of Syria's ndependence
Day every April 17th.

Throughout 33 years of occupation, the community has suc-
ceeded in coming up with efficient non-violent responses to |s-
raeli assaults on the independence and identity of its members.
But given the disproportionate power that Israel has over this
small community, activists argue that the longer the occupation
lasts, the harder resistance becomes. Meanwhile, the recent re-
vival of negotiations between Israel and Syria has triggered new
hopes for a permanent resolution to the Golan problem by re-
turning it to Syrian sovereignty.

The Future: Two Possible Scenarios

The resumption of negotiations between Israel and Syria
marks a transition to a new era in the history of the community.
Two possible scenarios could result from these negotiations: ei-
ther the Golan will be returned to Syria as part of a larger peace
agreement, or it will remain under Israeli occupation and the con-
flict will continue. Whatever happens, there is no doubt that the
life of the Golan community will change dramatically.

If the Golan or portions of it including the villages are re-
turned to Syria, new challenges will emerge. Basic, day-to-day
functions will be radically altered. No one knows what the eco-
nomic and political implications would be. Young generations of
Golanis will be drafted into the army for the first time in over thirty
years. Syria’s present social and economic probiems will become
Golan problems. And many old problems will diminish.

If Israel retains the Golan for an indefinite period, the life of
the community and its collective identity will definitely face new
challenges. Learning from Israel’s historic policies towards non-
Jewish populations under its control, one can expect that the
state will move fast to exploit the vulnerable situation of the com-
munity after another disappointment of a failed reunion with
Syria. It will try to crush its young secular leaders in particular,
since they challenge the very traditionalism that Israel seeks to
maintain and exploit. At the same time, it is very likely that more
economic and social incentives will be provided to the traditional
leadership to win its support. But given the lessons of the recent
history of the Golan, it is difficult to imagine that Israel will ever
be able to win any real loyaity from this community, much less
induce it into accepting permanent Israeli rule. o

Endnotes
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tion of the Syrian Golan Heights” (Majdal Shams: Arab Associa-
tion for Development, Lisa Hajjar, ed. 1992), pp. 14-25. The six
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Video-Cassettes (VHS)

[0 AFSC & AAANC, Collecting Stories from Exile: Chicago Pales-
tinians Remember 1948 (1998, 28 minutes). Introduction by Ed-
ward Said. List: $20.00; AMEU: $18.50.

I AIC, Seeds of War in Jerusalem (1997, 20 minutes). The struggle
to save Abu Ghneim and Arab East Jerusalem. AMEU: $17.50.

(0 DMZ, People & the Land (1997, 57 minutes). This is the controver-
sial documentary by Tom Hayes that appeared on over 40 PBS sta-
tions. AMEU: $25.00.

[ IRA, Children of the Cradie (1996, 30-minute report on embargo of
Iraq). AMEU: $3.00.

[J Kelley, R., The Bedouin of Israel (1998, 2 hours). Never-before-
seen film of how Israel has treated its Bedouin citizens, including
interview with the notorious Green Patrol. AMEU: $30.00.

O Masri, M., Children of Shatila (1999, 58 minutes). The children 17
years after the massacre. List: $50.00; AMEU: $39.50.

0 Masri, M., Hanan Ashrawi: A Woman of Her Time (1995, 51 min-
utes). One of Palestine's most articulate representatives shows that
Israel's occupation is far from over — and far from benign. List:
$65.00; AMEU: $35.00.

] Middie East Council of Churches, Disabled for Palestine (1993, 21
minutes). A Palestinian doctor shows cases of Palestinian civilians
who have been maimed for life by Israeli bullets, beatings and tear
gas. List: $25.00; AMEU: $10.00.

O Munayyer, F. & H., Palestinian Costumes and Embroidery: A
Precious Legacy (1990, 38 minutes). A rare collection of Palestin-
ian dresses with accessories modeled against the background of
Palestinian music, with commentary tracing the designs back to Ca-
naanite times. List: $50.00; AMEU: $12.50.

O Studio 52 Production, Checkpoint: The Palestinians After Oslo
(1997, 58 minutes). Documents the post-Oslo situation with off-beat
humor and historical insights provided by Palestinian and Israeli ac-
tivists like Naseer Arad and Hanan Ashrawi. AMEU: $27.00.

Rush Order Form

Place v' next to the book or video you are ordering and indicate quantity
if more than one. Postage and handling are included in AMEU’s prices.
For international orders, add $1.00 per book/video. For UPS delivery,
add $2.00 per order. Make checks payable to AMEU.

No. of Books and Videos Ordered

Total Price

Add $2 for UPS delivery, if desired
Add $1 per book/video for intern’l delivery

Total Amount Enclosed
Name
Address
City State Zip+4
MAIL ORDER WITH CHECK TO:
AMEU, Room 245, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115-0245

Telephone 212-870-2053, Fax 212-870-2050, or
E-Mail AMEU@aol.com

To Support The Link

A $40 voluntary annual subscrip-
tion is requested to defray cost of
publishing and distributing The
Link and AMEU’s Public Affairs Se-
ries.

O Contribution to AMEU (tax deductible)
L] Please Send Recent Link Issues

A check or money order for $ is en-
closed, payable to AMEU.

Name

Address

Zip+4
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