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An Interview

With Ellen

Ellewt Nassab lives in Orange County,
Califormuia, with her hushand, John, and
her two children, John, Jr., and Joyce.
Ellen is a nurse at Orange County's St,
Joseph's Hospital, where she has managed
the Department of Obstetrics for the past
14 years, Her brother, Alex Odeh
murdered in 1985 by terrorisis who
placed explosives inside his Santa Ana
office.

This inlerview was conducted on Feb-
ruary 18 at the Nassab home by Hisham
Ahmed, professor of political science at
Florida International University.

John F. Mahoney,
Executive Director

[Ellen Nassab, 50, died of cancer on June
9,1989. - ol

Hisham Ahmed: Would you first
describe your own life.

Ellen Nassab: My maiden name
was Odeh, of course. I married a
gentleman by the name of John
Nassab, who was born and raised in
Haifa. I have two children. A daugh-
ter, 22, geing to college, who wants
to become a teacher, and a son, 16,
going tothe High School of the Artsin
Orange County. He hopes to become
a petformer on Broadway.

I came to the United States after I
got married in 1965. Prior to that my
home was in Jifna, a town about 14
miles north of Jerusalem in the

Nassab

Ramallah district in Palestine, which
is now under occupation by the Is-
raelis. The portion of Palestine that
came from was referred toas the West
Bank. After the 1967 war took place,
my family was under occupation. At
that time Alex was studying in Cairo
and he automatically became discon-
nected from the rest of the family.

Q: What was Alex studying?

A: He was studying business and
political science at Cairo University.
Alex was in his junior year. [ left Pal-
estine in September and shortly after
that Alex went to Egypt to finish his
last years of college.

Q: Scptember 19657

A: Right. Then, because of the
war, Alex had no way of connecting
with anyone from the family, except
for myself. 1 was then living in Boston

Ellen Nassab

with my family and he and I con-
stantly wrotetoeachother. I did what
Icould for him to finish his schooling.
Unfortunately when he finished col-
lege, he was not able to go home and
be with his family,

Q: He couldn’t go back—because
of the war?

A: No. The borders were closed
and no Palestinian was allowed to go
back and reside with his family. So he
was forced to go to Amman. He lived
there for several years; 1 think about
sevenoreight years. Inthe meantime,
I continued to encourage him and
kept hoping for things to change. But
in terms of the occupation from the
‘West Bank and Gaza, things did not
change, of course. At the time, [ en-
couraged Alex to come to the United
States.

Alex Odeh



Q: That was more or less in 1974,
would you say?
A: Tt was in 1972,

Q: What did he do when he first
came to the United States?

A: By the time he came, | had al-
ready sponsored another sister to
come here. She, too, was going to a
school of nursing in Jerusalem which
was closed because of the disrup-
tions and the war. So he and my sister
found an apartment and lived here.
Initially, his intention of coming tothe
States was to pursue his education.

Q: Did he live in Boston?

A: No, my family and 1 moved
from Boston to southern California in
1967, and then we moved to Orange
County in 1969. At the time Alex was
in Amman, we were here in southern
California. He and my sister lived
together in an apartment in Orange
County and he started to look for
work, so that he could finance his
education. He took different jobs and
applied to California State, at Fuller-
ton, for a master’s degree in political
scienceand was ableto finishthatsuc-
cessfully. Justbefore he graduated, he
went back to visit the family, after he
was able to get a travel document,
While he was there, he met his wife
and they got married. They returned
to Orange County.

After Alex was through with his
master’s degree, his goal was to work
for peace and reconciliation between
the Israelis and the Palestinians, and
to start working with different com-
munities in order to clarify the issue
of the Palestinians in the minds of the
Americans. He brought films, sched-
uled speakers, sponsored events,
with the help of other students, of
course, and some of us in the family
and the community. Eventually, he
took the job with the American-Arab
Anti-Discrimination Committee
(ADC) which was very much his bag
of goodies. He really wanted to stop
discrimination against the Arabs.

Q: When did he start working
with the ADC?

A: Ithinkhe started in 1982. Even-
tually he became the western regional
coordinator of ADC in all of southern
California. When the athletes were

here from the Middle East (for the
1984 Los Angeles Olympics), he had
events for the Arab athletes. He or-
ganized a lot of functions which
brought representatives of the Arab
world together. He wasalways mobi-
lizing the Arab community to pro-
mote better understanding and more
cohesiveness among all the Arab na-
tions.

Q: So his goal was two-fold, ina
sense. Onthe onehand, totry to estab-
lish reconciliation between Palestini-
ans and Israelis, and on the other
hand, to try to create cohesiveness
among Arabs in general.

A: Definitely. And to promote the
image of the Arab. After the ADC was.
established, he became aware to a
greater degree of the amount of dis-
crimination against the Arabs, It
seemed that there was alot of slander
onTV and inthe media against Arabs.
There was definitely a need for us
American Arabs to stand up and
speak for curselves.

Q: How did the Arab community
react to Alex’s efforts?

A: Well, it was really marvelous.
Tothisday I remember the time when
representatives of the Arab nations
were together at the head table at the
Ambassador Hotel. 1 remember a
speaker at that function, Jack Sha-
heen, the man who wrote the book
The TV Arab. The idea was tomakeall
the Arab countries aware of the dis-
crimination against Arabs.

What I'm saying is that Alex had a
mixture of ambitions. He worked for
the Falestinian cause. He had a great
desire to bring about a better under-
standing among all of the Arab
peoples. He definitely tried to pro-
vide Americans with a more accurate
image of the Arab. For example,
Americans equate Arabs with terror-
ists, even though they should know
thatas a group of people we probably
have the least amount of terrorism.

Q: How did the American public
ingeneral reactto Alex'seffortsin Los
Angeles?

A: Alex had a very soft way about
him. He was gentle, kind and skilled
—a diplomat. He worked with the
Human Relations Commission, both

in Orange County and in Los Ange-
les. He met with the mayor of Los
Angeles and with the mayors of dif-
ferent cities in Orange County, invit-
ing them to various events. It was a
subtle way of bringing them to our
arena, to convey that we are really
civilized and educated people, and
that we offer the community alot. We
are physicians, lawyers, engineers,
teachers and consultants—all types
of educated people. We do carry a lot
of responsibility in the United States.
We are not a community which costs
the government a lot of money, be-
cause we are self-sufficient.

By bringing a prominent person in
the community to an event, he gave
that person an opportunity to meet
Arabs in a setting that was nicely put
together. At times, for example, he
brought UCLA musicians who
played Arabic music. There was a
very positive tesponse from the
American community.

Q:  As the sister of Alex Odeh, you
have an insider’s view of Alex's per-
sonality. You said he waskind, gentle
and a diplomat, and, indeed, I have
heard from several other people who
knew him that these were qualities of
his. Could you,as hissister, giveusan
idea about Alex’s personality which
we on the outside might notbe able to
gather?

A: lam the oldest of the nine chil-
dren in the family. Alex was number
five, so [ witnessed his birth and the
eventsof hislife. Even when he wasin
school he was always on the quiet
side and a thinker. He always first
listened and took in what was being
said and then responded, a quality
thatImyselfsometimes wishThad. In
family affairs, when things were not
going very well, Alex always had a
way about him. When he became
well-known to the media, his inter-
views were really very effective be-
cause he listened to the reporters and
gave answers that were clear and
easy for Americans to understand.
Because of his ability to listen to
people, I think people, in turn, lis-
tened to him.



Q: So his perceptiveness and his
receptivity, ina way, led hisaudience
to be attentive,

Az That's for sure. In fact, this was
clear even in his last interview, done
the night before he was killed, which
he did not have the opportunity to
see. | remember my husband telling
me that Alex had done a fantastic job.
Of course, he gotbetter over theyears.
When he started to speak to the
American people, he had a little diffi-
culty in speaking without hesitation,
because English isn't his native lan-
guage. He learned English in Cairo
and before thatin high school. But as
time went on, he really became very
eloquent and he came to be under-
stood by Americans.

Q: What happened the morning
after his last interview?

A: Aslremember it, the morning.
of the day Alex was killed, my hus-
band and I'were having coffeeand we
were to attend the funeral of a friend
ofours.Iwasn’t working that dayand
my husband told me about the excel-
lent interview Alex had given. 1
clearly remember picking up the
phone and calling his home, just to
tell him that he had given an excel-
lent interview and that I was very
proud of him. His wife told me he had
just left. So I called the [ADC] office
andTheard arecorded messageby his
secretary, Hind Baki, on the answer-
ing machine. I remember leaving a
message: “Good morning, Hind and
Alex! I just want to wish you a good
day and, Alex, I want to tell you that
Lam very proud of you. I heard you
had an excellent interview.” After
that we got ready and went to the
funeral.

On the way back from the church,
while we were tuning to the KFWB
news station, we heard that the ADC
office on 17th Street in Santa Ana had
been bombed. Right away my re-
sponse was, “Alex is hurt!” My hus-
band said, “Ellen, you're crazy!” In
the morning when John told me he
had done an excellent interview, my
first response had been, “1 hope they
don’t hurt him.” I don’t know why [
said that.

Q= You said that?

A: Isaid that, and again in the car
ITtold John, “Alexis hurt!” 1 dashed in
the house and called St. Joseph's, the
hospital where I worked. It's the larg-
est private hospital in the county.
They told me, “No, he wasn’t brought
here, but he was taken to Western
Med[icall,” another hospital that has
a trauma center. I called Western
Medicaland they told me, yes, he was
there, but that they could not give me
any information and that his brother
was there also and was already wait-
ing in the emergency room. So my
husband and I dashed over there. We
found out that he was in surgery and
we prayed hard that he would come
out of surgery. But, unfortunately, it
wasn't too long before the doctors
told us that he didn’t make it.

Q: What was your first reaction?

I was devastated. My reaction
< “This is real terror.” I really
started to wishand ask that the media
be there, because [ wanted right away
to let the American public know that
it is the Palestinians who are frus-
trated because they have lost their
homes and lost everything. Also, it
isn’t 10,000 miles away that terror
exists. There s terror right herein our
own backyard.

Q: Was anybody from the media
there?

A: There were some newspaper
reporters and they took our picture,
when I looked horrible, and took
some quotations from us to put in the
local papers. Channel 4 was at my
brother's house, when we came over
to by to find my other sister. We
couldn’t even find Alex's wife. Ap-
parently she had gone to the office
and they wouldn’t let her anywhere
near the office. Friends saw her and
took her to Western Medical at that
point. But we entered my other
brother’s house, Sami‘s house. The
media was there and my sister
jumped up—she was with the chil-
dren—to ask what was going on. |
said Alex was gone. She collapsed.
The camera was on her, which 1
didn‘tlike atall. At that point I said to
the reporters that Alex’s death was a
real loss, because it was the loss of a
peaceful man who was working for

peace and for what was beneficial to
the United States, the Palestinians,
the Israclis and the rest of the world.

Q: Was there enough media cov-
erage?

A: No. There was locally, in some
sense, butleven told the local stations
how disappointed we were in the
coverage, because in his interview
Alex had made it clear that he does
notsupport terrorism. He denounced
terrorism very clearly. Rather than
putting on that statement, they
merely stated that Alex had consid-
ered the PLO not responsible for the
hijacking of the Achille Lauro, and,
that in fact, Arafat should be praised
for his role in trying to rescue the pas-
sengers. Of course, that was a true
statement. There was nothing wrong
with it. 1 did tell the Channel 7 re-
porter, because that station did the
interview. I said, “Why couldn’t you
have put some of the different things
he said in denouncing terrorism, con-
demning terrorism? Why did you
have to put just the one statement
which, in the minds of the Ameri-
cans, makes him a terrorist?”

Q: How did the reporter react?

A: ltwasinalecturehall. We were
listening to some speakers, which
included myself. There were two or
three family members of different
victimsof terrorism. The reporter was
just astounded. At the time, we were
allvery numb. To this day I think part
of the reason I have cancer is because
there was so much [ wanted to do
immediately after Alex died.

With the media, with the public, |
took a back seat. For one thing, we
didn't want too many people in-
volved. We wanted to give his wife
some respect and allow her to be in
the front light. Sami was also our
spokesperson. Yet, as the sister who
sponsored him to come to this coun-
try, who saw his birth, saw him grow,
supported his schooling, I felt that |
had so much I needed to do that I
didn’t get done.

Q: How old was Alex when he
was murdered?

A: Alex was murdered in October
1985. He was born on April 4, 1944,
so he was 41 years old.



Q: How are his widow and chil-
dren doing now?

A: The Arab community rose to
the occasion. They were able to put
together enough funds to provide
Norma [Alex’s widow] and the three
girls with financial support. We as a
family stay close, but, unfortunately,
nothing takes the place of Alex. The
three girls are doing OK, and the
mother is terrific. She’s a wonderful
mother. They don't have Alex, so
they have to cope with the good and
the bad, sometimes alone. In a sense,
no matter how much we support
them, we're not there with them 24
hours.

Q: Before we leave the subject of
Alex’smurder, I'would like toask you
to comment on what the media
should have done.

A: I wish that the media had fo-
cused on the horrible fact that this
murder took place right in our back-
yard. When a murder takes place
6,000 or 7,000 miles away, they make
such a big issue out of it here in the
States. Then somebody gets killed
with explosives that rip half of his
body and it does not get the respector
the coverage or the attention that it
deserves. To me this is important.

Q: Is it now known who exactly
was behind Alex’s murder?

A: In the summer of 1986 the FBI
came to my house and met with all of
us, to assure us that they would not
drop the case, that they would pursue
it. The latest information appeared
last summer in the L A, Times, which
reported that an American Jew, who
belongs to the extreme Jewish De-
fense League [JDL] and who now
resides in Israel, was behind the
murder, with some other people, of
course, His wife, Rochelle Manning,
was arrested in Los Angeles. Israel
has not extradited the man. He did
live here and his wife is here in the
States. The last 1 heard was that she
was not allowed out on bail. It is
almost clear that an extreme Jewish
group was behind the murder.

We believe that it was not just the
result of the last interview. It had to
have been fabricated long before. The
group that planned it was just waiting
for the right opportunity. The minute
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Alex with his daughters

Alex praised the PLO and Arafat, the
groupthoughtthey had alicensetogo
ahead and blow him up. They could
not, between 11 P.M., when the inter-
view was on TV, and the next morn-
ing, have thought of a way of blowing
Alex up.

Q: Asyet, thereis nospecific infor-
mation about the status of this Jewish
extremist who has not been extra-
dited?

A: He is still residing in an Israeli
settlement near Hebron. This is what
we know at this time. He is also re-
sponsible, with some other people of
this group, for the killing of other
people [in the US.] who were not
Arabs. Still, Israel is not extraditing
himback to the States. So he cannotbe
ontrial. Qur wound is still not healed.
It will not heal, even after the trial is
over. Even if we know someone is
convicted, for us the loss is eternal.

Q: Do you think the government
here is making serious efforts to car-
1y out the extradition?

A: [really can’t tell you how much
effort they're putting into it. We were
very impressed with the judge who
was working on the case after the
arrest of Rochelle Manning. He
wasn't accepling any poor excuse.
But how much pressure is being put
onlsrael toextradite the manisdebat-
able. 1 feel that the US. could have
pressured [srael to extradite Mr.

Manning, How many times have
people been extradited from here?
Our Ziad Abu Ein was extradited
from here not too long ago for alleged
acts committed before he came to the
States. So, here in the States, we bow
to Israel. Unfortunately, the Israelis
don't reciprocate, and that hurts.

Q: What led you to become politi-
cally active?

A: When we were in Boston, my
husband was very involved with the
activities of the Arab community. In
fact, he was president of the Ameri-
can-Arab Association in Boston. 1did
not really become too involved, be-
cause ] was new in the States, | needed
to establish mysell professionally,
and we had a baby. Therefore, I did
not expend a lot of energy being a
leader or initiating activities on be-
half of the Palestinians. Of course,
when the opportunity presented it-
self, [ always was very assertive, but
I did not go out into the community
to spread the word about the Pales-
tinians, because I was too invelved
with my family and with my job.

But after Alex came and became
involved in political matters, I defi-
nitely became very involved, but not
to the extent that I personally feel I
got myself involved after Alex died.
To me, his message and his mission
needed to be fulfilled. The fact that he
was taken in such a drastic way af-



fected me to the extent that I chan-
neled anger and frustration into
peace work. [ started to seek opportu-
nities to meet people of different
walks of life in order to speak about
Palestinians and their plight. I also
soughtout Jewish Americans whoare
also working for peace.

After Alex’s death, and actually
before the 40 days [of mourning]
were over, [ was invited by a Presby-
terian minister to speak ata churchin
Long Beach. There I met a Jewish
woman whose name is Sarah Jacobus.
With her was anIsraeli woman whois
a peace activist. At that point in time
I wasn't teo chatty. I was in mourn-
ing;1wasn’t up to talking very much.
But I spoke on behalf of the Palestini-
ans. Sarah called shostly after, and
thenshe came to the memorialservice
commemorating the 40th day of
Alex’s death. She came on behalf of
the New Jewish Agenda. That really
made an impression on me, that a
Jewish woman would come to my
brother's memorial, knowing that
Alex had been killed by an extreme
Jewish group.

After that, I got a phone call from
Sarah, asking if 1, as a Palestinian,
would be interested in forming a
group of Jewish and Palestinian
women to dialogue on peace. That
group became fairly successful. It
started with just four or five of us.
Therearenow about twelve-fourteen
of us. We meet every month. We
were able to put on a teach-in, a
whole afternoon at Los Angeles City
College, against the occupation. Both
Sarah and [ have been invited as a
twosome, Jewish and Palestinian
women, to speak on behalf of the
FPalestinians who are under occupa-
tion. Most of the members of the
group have gone to the occupied ter-
ritories and have brought back live
memories of what is happening
there, and have not been afraid to
speak indifferent communities about
what they witnessed.

Q: What is the group called?

A: It's along name! The Southern
California Palestinian and Jewish
Women in Dialogue. | missed a few
meetings because of my hospitaliza-
tion, but [ hope to go to the meeting
this month.

Through the efforts of people in
Orange County here, we were able to
form the Cousins Club of Orange
County. I will send you a copy of the
article’ which appeared in the LA.
Times on October 11, 1988, the third
anniversary of Alex’s death. The ar-
ticle was based on an interview with
myself and other members of the
Cousins Club. It focused a lot on me
and Alex, but it is the result of what
we as Palestinians, who loved Alex,
felt he would have liked to see hap-
pening: people making clear that
Jews and Palestinians can work to-
gether for the peace process.

The group in Orange County is
very active. An action item comes out
of almost every meeting. The latest [
was involved in proposed writing to
the Presidentand Congress, objecting
to the removal of the ban on [giving
Israel] the cluster bombs. As Jewsand
Palestinians together, we sign letters
and send them to our representatives
ingovernmentinorder to object to the
infliction of harm on the Palestinian
people.

Q: How would you evaluate these
roups?

Az Well, these are groups of Jew-
ish Americans, and some Israeli citi-
zens, who are interested in seeing an
end tothe occupation. They recognize
the right of the Palestinian people to
self-determination, dignity, pride,
independence, and to selection of
their own representatives.

Q: How viable are these groups,
do you think?

A: Very viable. We hold regular
monthly meetings; we generate ac-
tion items out of each meeting; we go
out and speak together as witnesses.
Imagine seeing a Jewish American
and a Palestinian speaking on behalf
of the Palestinians under occupation.

Q: Are there other organizations
that you are affiliated with, in addi-
tion to the Cousins Club?

A: Lots of Palestinian groups. I'm
involved with the Union of Palestin-
ian Women, of course ADC, NAAA,
the Palestine Aid Society. [ worked ta
organize the national convention for
the Palestine Aid Society. I intro-
duced [former U.S. Congressman]
Pete McCloskey and I emceed

Abdeen Jabara one night, and the
event in Arabic the following night.
At that point in time my legs were
hurting, but 1 thought it was just
being tired. I support all Arab func-
tions. [try tobe presentatevery event,
and try to be on the board or work
behind the scenes in order to make
the event successful.

Q: Are you involved in any way
with the Middle East Fellowship in
Los Angeles?

A: Yes, lam, definitely. They area
wonderful group of Americans and
non-Americans who have been in the
Middle East, or have sympathy for
the people of the Middle East. I be-
lieve that they do great things. It's
unfortunate that their meetings are
not anywhere near Orange County,
but 1 have become close friends with
Darrel Meyers [Chairman of the
Middle East Fellowship of Southern
California.] The Palestine Human
Rights Campaign is also another
charitable organization. I feel that
those are Americans who allowed us
toreach them, and who allowed us to
make ourselves known and under-
stood, and that they have done a
whole lot. Middle East Fellowship
members are also in that category.
They have lived in the Arab world, or
they have somchow gotten to know
Arabs, and they really genuinely and
sincerely work in order to promote
peace and understanding of the Arab
people.

Q: You scem to be very active in
political and religious peace organi-
zations. You alluded to the effect that
the murder of Alex had on you. You
mentioned that your entire perspec-
tive was changed. You also said that
your health was greatly affected.

Az After Alex was murdered, it
must have been close to two weeks
that 1 did not sleep, that I did not eat.
T only had water and coffee for that
length of time, and, naturally, 1 feel
that my immune system was at rock
bottom. When the first cancer tumor
appeared, it must have been some-
where in my body that did not bother
me. When they diagnosed my cancer,
they found that 1 had a malignancy in
my liver and there’s a tumor behind
my stomach.



1 feel personally that the worst time
of my life was when Alex was killed.
1 had sponsored him to come to this
country to work and pursue his edu-
cation. I witnessed him successfully
achieve the goals that all of us Pales-
tinians wanted to see happen. He
spoke on behalf of the Palestinians as
a group of people whose rights had
been usurped, and he made it clear to
Americans that the Arab people in
general are a very kind, caring and
loving people, just like the rest of the
world. Having him go the way he
went, just getting blown up one
morning when he was going to work,
leaving behind three daughtersand a
wife, and all of us who loved him,
blew my mind.

My first day of admission in the
haospital was October 27 [1988], so it
was exactly three years after Alex’s
death whenIhad the first symptom of
anything. | was diagnosed on No-
vember 1 and was told that my cancer
is not curable.

I decided not to take chemo. And
the feedback 1 get is that it was the
wisest decision, because the chemo
that is offered after the firstone I tried
is very potent and I only had a 10
percent chance of maybe adding
three to four miserable months to my
life.

The hard partisthatl have family in
Palestine that I would love to see, but
I don’t think that with the present
state of affairs over there and withmy
present state of health, I can really
endure the trip.

Q: Do you have close relatives in
Palestine?

A: Oh, yes. My brother and his
family live at home with my father
and my sister. | have a brother in
Nazareth, and several aunts, uncles
and cousins. lamjust devastated over
not being able to go and visit them. T
couldn’t even connect with my father
over the phone, because the West
Bank telephone lines were jammed
for almost a year. You couldn’t get
through.

Q: Are you still involved in writ-
ing letters to the editor and articles?

A: Oh, definitely! That is the top
priority for me. In fact, even after I
was sick, | must have solicited signa-
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tures for 150 or more petitions that
were sent to me by the AAIL the
American-Arab Institute, the office of
James Zogby. They sent copies to
George Bush and James Baker. I also
went around to two big rallies here,
with the help of some people. Then,
to0, I had to prepare a big stack of
information to send to the White
House and Congress.

Q: Soyoustill scem tobe on top of
things.

A: Well, I'd better be. There is
nothing butcomplete silence that will
stop me from working for the Pales-
tinians. I'm really delighted to say
that I work with people who give me
a lot of charge, people from the
Middle East Fellowship, people from
the Cousins Club, the ADC, the
NAAA. Lots of people have come to
see me and we spend wonderful eve-
nings talking about what's going on
in the community, what else we can
do and how we can do it.

Q: An interesting thing comes to
mind. You mentioned to me, prior to
this interview, that yesterday you
received some soil from Palestine.

A: My friend Vicki Tamoush sent
me a little black silk case containing
soil that was brought over from Pales-
tine. | wasn’t aware that she had seen
me lay the soil, which Alex had
brought to me, on his grave. The idea
occurred to me the night before the
funeral that Alex would have very
much wanted to be buried in Pales-
tine, and the only thing I could give
him was the soil he brought me when
he went over.

Q: So he brought it for you?

A: He brought a little bottle for
each one of us. When he went over,
there were three of us here already,
and he brought three little bottles of
soil from ourland. He said, “Thisis so
you won't forget your land " [always
had it sitting on my dresser with my
cologne and perfume, as a precious
gift.

The night before the funeral, I told
my husband I wanted him to be the
only one to know that [ was going to
take this bottle of soil in my purseand
ask the priest to allow me to sprinkle
it on his grave.

I asked the priest if, before con-
cluding the service, he could give me
a minute. I don’t know where 1 got
the courage, but I was able to explain
to the people that Alex brought thisto
me from our homeland, and because
he had to be buried in the United
States, and because his casket was
draped with the Palestinian and
American flags, 1 was going to
sprinkle this bottle of soil on his grave
so that he would be buried under
Palestinian and American soil.

Apparently, Vicki saw me do that.1
‘wasn'taware who was thereand who
wasn't.

Q: Because of the shock.

A: That's right. Vicki did me a
favorand returned some of that soil. It
was just very moving to have re-
ceivedityesterday. I'mgoing to treas-
ure it. I really appreciate Vicki's
thoughtfulness. [t means a lot to me;
it's part of my home.

Q: Does it make you feel closer to
Palestine?

A: Well,it's good to have any part
of Palestine. It feels like we can touch
the soil and we can hold all of Pales-
tine in our heart. Itis a tangible way of
saying, “This is my land.” In the ab-
sence of the ability to be there physi-
cally, it definitely brings me a small
portion of Palestine. Of course, 1
would love to go there, but that re-
mains to be seen. That's all up to
God’s plan.

Q: You also seem to have very
strong religious convictions. How
has your religious faith influenced
your life?

Az Ithink that my faith has helped
me pull through, to tell you the truth.
Allof us need faith. It doesn’t have to
be one kind of faith or another—
Christian, Muslim, Buddhist, Jewish,
or what have you. I think that faith is
a big part, should be a big part, of
everyone's life. 1 was broughtup ina
very religious home. The fact that I
had the privilege, as a Christian, of
living with friends who were Mus-
lims gave me a broader outlook on
religions of the Middle East. I was
always delighted to learn more and
understand more about Islam and
Judaism, since they are, along with



Christianity, the three religions that
started in the Middle East, and are
closely connected to Palestine.

As a Christian—I'm a Catholic—I
felt that my faith helped me pull
through during my deepest grief,
because without believing in a God
that is loving and caring, I do not
think 1 could have pulled through
Alex’s murder.

It also made me commit even more
to my church. For a year after Alex
died, I offered to take Holy Commun-
ion to the sick and elderly in their
homes, which was in a way a service
to God over and above what I nor-
mally did before, It was one way of
serving God. Even though our trag-
edy was very great, [ was certain that
somehow God would not abandon
us.

Q: How does your faith affect
your feeling about your illness now?

A: Once I learned my chemother-
apy was not working, 1 decided to
rely on the grace of God. All wantis
for me to be on this earth longer to
serve God and to serve the Palestin-
ian community and to see that there
1s peace before I die, and that the Pal-
estinians have their own homeland
and their own self-determinationand
independence. But my faith is really
what is keeping me going.

Q: Are other members of vour
family active in politics, inaddition to
Alex and you?

A: Oh, yes. Sami has been ex-
hausted, I think, the last three years.
He can't even keep up with the many
requests he has had to appear with
different people to speak and to de-
bate. Hereally was very, very drained
immediately after Alex died, because
he was the family spokesman. But he
also continued to be involved in de-
bates. He has two engagements this
very month: he is going to be speak-
ing at a synagogue as a Palestinian,
and he is also going to debate a minis-
ter on the radio who writes horrible
letters in the L.A. Times. He has had
live radio and TV interviews. The
same night that the United States
agreed to open a dialogue with the
PLO, Samiwasin Los Angelestalking
with a progressive editor of an Israeli
magazine. He also had a live inter-

view onTV about the U.S. agreeing to
speak with the PLO. He is often ap-
proached to make appearances.

Q: What about your immediate
family, your husband? Are they also
politically involved?

A: My husband is very involved
and he always goes with me to func-
tions. He was so delighted to go with
me to the peace rally in December and
carry the Palestinian flag. He was just
elated to have done that. Because of
my drivein thelast few years to really
make an effort to be in public and
speak on behalf of the Palestinians, [
think that maybe I've gottenaalittlebit
ahead of him. My husband was al-
ways very involved, even before I
married him. He was forced out of
Haifa when he was 18. He never got
over that.

Q: How do your children feel
about your active involvement in the
Palestinian cause?

A: Both of my children introduce
themselves as Palestinians when the
opportunity presents itself. They are
both very American. They were born
and brought up here, but still they
know and realize they're Palestini-
ans. They come with us to different
functions. They support us. They
were very understanding whenever
had to leave them, to travel outside
the city, for example, to participate in
conferences. Had it not been for their
understanding of why this is impor-
tant to me, I'm sure they wouldn't
have appreciated itatall.

Q= Would you describe your pro-
fessional career?

A: I'maregistered nurse. I started
my training in 1954 and graduated in
1957 from the Jordan School of Nurs-
ing in Amman. It was an American-
established school of nursing. 1 was
given a scholarship to study at
Syracuse University. | came to the
States in September 1959 and spent a
year at Syracuse University, training
to become an instructor. I went back
and was an instructor at the Jordan
School of Nursing for four years. |
eventually took on a job with the
United Nations World Health Or-
ganization [WHO). It was a research
project on Vitamin A deficiency,

which very much affected many
peopleintherefugee camps.Iworked
with a physician from Egypt on the
WHO project, doing research and
feeding children who, due to not
having enough Vitamin A, ended up
being blind. It was a very interesting
job. [cried many tears over those chil-
dren. It was devastating to see those
beautiful children, who, because of
the lack of nutritious food, ended up
losing their eyesight.

I married my husband in 1965. We
had met in 1960 in the United States.
We corresponded for five years. In
August 1965, he came overand wegot
married in Ramallah. After that, he
went back to Boston and 1 then fol-
lowed. When I came to Boston, [ was
able to get my license to practice nurs-
ing in Boston. Since then I've been
able to obtain my license in Califor-
nia. I have been working in the same
hospital for over 19 years. Since 1975,
I've been manager of the Department
of Obstetrics. Just this month I was
nominated for the Dignity of Persons
Award. The people who nominated
me feel [ have clearly displayed re-
spect for people ofall kinds, types and
positions in the work place. Tt was a
very touching and moving time for
me to receive the letter, saying that
colleagues and noncolleagues, differ-
ent people in the hospital, had nomi-
nated me for the award.

Q: I'msure you deserve it.

A: Thank you. At this time, I'm a
nurse manager. | manage a maternity
ward. [ enjoy my job. I'work hard atit.
I just went back to work half-time to
try and see what I can do.

Q: Let's shift, now, and talk about
the Middle East region as a whole.
What do you think of the Middle East
events in the last few months, for
example, King Hussein's disengage-
ment?

A: Well, I don't know if I want to
comment very much on that. It was a
good move, | think, for the Palestini-
ans, because that gave them an inde-
pendententity. Unfortunately, Idon’t
know if it gave the message to the
Americans that King Hussein is no
longer involved with the Palestini-
ans, that the Palestinians are capable
of managing their own affairs.



1 was beginning to get a little tired
ofhearing about the efforts of [former
Secretary of State Georgel Shultz run-
ning to talk to King Hussein about the
fate of the Palestinians. To me he was
beating around the bush and talking
to the wrong people. So for me, the
news of King Hussein giving up the
West Bank made it clear to me that
this is the opportunity for the Pales-
tinians to say, “Well, now we rule our
ownselves; we are independent from
Hussein. So you need to talk to us.”

Q: Do you think this result was
produced primarily by the intifadah?

A: I'msure that it was. The upris-
ing certainly helped make lots of
people understand that the Palestini-
ans are capable of forming their own
independent state. They are not inca-
pable, lame people who need to have
someone be in charge of them. They
chose the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganization to be their official repre-
sentative.

Q: Whatdoyouthinkofthe PLO's
acceptance of UN. Resolutions 242
and 338?

A: I have to say that we need to
startsome place Imean we need tobe
initiating some sort of activity, to
prove we really mean what we say. 1
feel that it was a good move on the
partof the PLO. It should have left no
room for discussion as to whether
they mean it or not. Unfortunately, it
was not taken at face value. But I feel
it was a fantastic giant step toward
peace by recognizing the State of Is-
rael and by accepting the status of
Israel as a country. But we are also
saying that we do nced our own
country and we do need to be inde-
pendent and we do want to live in
peace.

Q: Will that contribute, do you
think, to the Palestinian cause? Will it
produce some positive outcomes?

A: Itshould. The unfortunate part
is that the Government of Israel is nat
opening its ears to anything. My feel-
ing is that the United States Govern-
mentmust take a firmer stand. [t must
tell Shamir and his government to
take notice, and it must tell them that
they cannot go on with their arro-
gance. The factof the matteristhat the
PLO did all that it could do right at
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this point. We said that we recognize
Israel and that we want to talk peace.
Why Israel does not seem to want to
changeits position is beyond me. Tam
really hopeful that, within Israel, the
peace movement for ending the oecu-
pation is going to continue to grow.
Unfortunately, it takes a lot of time,
but I fecl that eventually the Govern-
ment of Israel will have to bow to the
pressures of its own people. My hope
is that the new government in the
US.—George Bush and Baker and
Sununu—hopefully, will have a little
different outlook on the whole situ-
ation and will really put more effort
into trying to bring the Israel Govern-
ment to realize that the Palestinians
are people, too, and that the Israelis
cannot have their cake and eat it.
The uprising has proven that the
Palestinians area determined people.
The killing, the breaking of bones, the
detentions, the camps, the jails, the
deportations, did not affect the Pales-
tinians. They are determined, brave
people. They want tobe independent.
Ifeel thatthe PLOdid a fantastic job of
reconciliation, or offering reconcili-
ation. The ball is in the Israelis’ court.

Q: What is your opinion of the
United States’ dialogue with the PLO
now?

A: More important than the dia-
logue between the PLO and the
Americans is that the American Gov-
ernment realizes that it needs toreally
putthe pressureon Israel torecognize
the PLO just like the PLO has recog-
nized Israel. The time has come when
allof us here should work on pressur-
ing our representatives in govern-
ment, because it is for the benefit of
the U.S.A. that they stop this pouring
of money into destruction—of two
peoples!

Q: Would you like to comment on
the November 1988 Israeli and
American elections?

A: What can | say? As far as the
Israeli election is concerned, [ don’t
know that there was a winning situ-
ation for us as Palestinians. I feel that
there was a no-win situation. It is
unfortunate that things are going
from bad to worse. I just listened for
five hours to Fred Brauer, a member
of the Middle East Fellowship, who

recently came back from the occupied
territories and who told us about the
horrible things that are taking place.

Q: About what?

A: Well, the bullets that they
shoot. Hehad asample of one. He was
telling us what one physician at

-Maqassed Hospital in Jerusalem said:

The thing that Americans need to
understand is that when a person, a
Palestinian, is killed and dies, it is a
terrible situation. At least they bury
the dead, they mourn the dead and
they kind of getoveritalittleatatime.
But when they deform a person,
when the bullet goes through the
brain and leaves a vegetable, when it
goes through the spinal cord and
leaves the person paralyzed, that
individual is going to be a burden on
that family forever and ever. So the
injured have more bad effects on the
people of Palestine than the people
who are killed and buried.

We always focus on how many are
killed, but we never realize that those
that are injured don't just have a scab
on the knee. They have been injured
very deeply: either their lung col-
lapsed, or their kidney was punc-
tured, or their brain was shot, or their
spinal cord was paralyzed. These are
the people that are going to be a bur-
den and require medical help, physi-
cal help and emotional help for the
rest of their lives.

Q: Inlight of these developments,
Ellen, what do you see happening in
the future of the Middle East?

A: The future depends a lot on
what every one of us is willing to put
forth in terms of time and effort to
effect a change. Unfortunately, 20
percent of the people do 100 percent
of the work and 80 percent of the
peopledonothing. A lotof thechange
is going to have to come from the US.
Government, by pressuring Israel
into recognizing the Palestinians and
into thinking in terms of sitting
around a conference table. As far as
Israel is concerned, my hope is that
the peace movement and the groups
that are now beginning to rebel
against work—the reservists not
wanting to go to the occupied territo-
ries [Yesh Gvul|, some of their own
military men who are objecting ta



what's happening, the physicians
who are now objecting to the unethi-
cal treatment of the injured—all these
things are going toadd up to the point
where the government of Shamir is
not going to have an out. They're
going to have tostart listening to their
own people. Otherwise, they're going
to be destroyed from within.

1 feel that there is hope for peace. |
feel that now is the time for us as
American Palestinians to really put
the pressure on our American Gov-
emment to get actively involved in
the peace process in the Middle East

Q: Ifoneweretoask you what val-
ues should be maintained by your
children and by your children’s gen-
eration, what would you say?

A: Well, first of all, [ want them to
always remember that their ancestors.
came from Palestine. They are Pales-
tinian Americans and 1 would want
them to continue to remember that,
and not be embarrassed to admitit. [
definitely don’t want them to forget
that they have to be proud of their
heritage.

Q: If I would ask about American
Arabs in general, what would be the
most important activity that the
American Arabs should be involved
in, to promote the cause of peace in
the Middle East. If I were to ask you
ing an organization, where
would you rate that, in terms of im-
portance?

A: I think that there are many
opportunities for American Arabs to
become involved. The important
thing to realize is that they must get
involved. They need to become in-
volved in the American electoral
process, as well. They need to under-
stand who their representatives are
and what they want from their repre-
sentatives. As far as joining organiza-
tions, it really is not important which
organization they choose to join
They can join any of the organiza-
tions, but they need to come out of
their cubbyholes and work. They
need to admit that they are American
Arabs; they need to be proud of it.
They need to consistently read news-
papers and read between the lines
and respond and keep at it. Not give
up.

Q: What about writing letters?
A: Definitely. Letters to the editor,

people who elect him, because he did
not support an issue, or a letter of

letters to their repr
their congressmen, to their senators,
the White House, emphasizing over
and over the wrong, and trying to
make the wrong become a right. They
must recognize that their individual
efforts are needed, that everyone has
a duty to perform, and that one per-
son cannot work for the whole neigh-
borhood, or the whole community.
Thisis where we've failed. We tend to
take the easy way out and bury our
headsinthe sand and let other people
dothe work. Itis vital for us American
Arabs to really rise and get out of our
shells and present ourselves to the
world as we really are. We must not
be ashamed of who we are, and we
must continue to present ourselves to
officials, letting them know who we
are and what we stand for.

ntatives, to

Q: What about demonstrations?

A: Thereisa place for that as well
There is a time and place for every-
thing. There 1s something going on
that is not right sometimes. For ex-
ample, at the last meeting | attended
of our Falestinian-Jewish dialogue
group before [ got sick, I proposed
that we try to make an appearance in
frontof the Israeli Consulate, protest-
ing the occupation and commemorat-
ing the uprising on December 9. For-
tunately, I was well enough to be
there myself, but we were not able to
see the consul. I was told there was no
way that he would even allow us in
the building. So we dressed in black.
There were about 70 women. We car-
ried signs and had a silent vigil in
front of the Israeli Consulate. Now to
me, that was very meaningful, be-
cause we were passing out literature
saying what we were doing.

‘We had tworallies. One celebrating
the proclamation of the State of Pales-
tine, and after that, one on December
9, commemaorating one year of the up-
rising.

Q: What could you say to Ameri-
can Arabs, so that they will become
more visible on the political scene?
A: Thereis power in numbers. Ifa
senator or congressman receives
3,000 letters from his district, from the

compliments because he did, he will
deﬁmtt‘lytakc notice of those people.

I'would really like to tell all Ameri-
can Arabs one special thing. They
need tobe proud that they are Ameri-
can Arabs, not to be ashamed of it.
Every one of them has an important
place in the community. They don’t
have to be educated; they don't have
to have doctorate degrees. Every per-
son has his or her own value in letter-
writing, signing petitions, protesting,
and making visible his or her objec-
tion of or approval of certain policies.
They really need to start recognizing
the fact that it is their duty to be part
and parcel of what the American-
Arab community is working for.

How can we get them to do that? 1
know thatinmy lifetimeThave stimu-
lated a few people who now have
become even more involved than I
am. But for those of us who are really
involved, ittakesalot ofefforttotry to
activate those who are hibernating in
their homes.

Q: So it is the responsibility of
those who are active to increase activ-
ism and dynamism.

A: They need a stimulus. They
need someone to instigate them, to
take them in their charge. Like we did
during the elections. If they don’t
want to go and vote, you bring them
in your car, make sure they go in the
booth and that they vote, so they can
can make a difference.

Q: In conclusion, Ellen, is there
something that you would like to say
to the Palestinians in general?

A: 1 want all Palestinians to have
hope that we are going to have our
Palestinian state. But in order for our
hopes and dreams to come alive, we
need to all work together, hold hands.
and make a chain of human power,
involve ourselves in what is impor-
tant for us as Americans, or as Pales-
tinian Americans, living here. We
should make the American Govern-
ment aware of our needs and our
rights. We should let the politicians
know that they can help our people
become mdependent by using the
power of the U.S. Government to
pressure the Isracli Covernment
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L] Elias Chacour, Blood Brothers, Grand
Rapids, MI: Chosen Books, 1984, 224 pp.,
paperback. A Palestinian priest known
for his humanitarian works in the Galilee
tells the story of his search for conciliation
between Palestinian and Jewish Israelis.
Father Chacour, whose village was delib-
eretely destrayed by the Israeli army on
Christmas Day, 1951, speaks of the con-
cerns of Palestinian Christians as they
struggle for the survival of their commu-
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! Colin Chapman, Whose Promised
Land?, Herts, England: Lion Publishing,
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age. List: $7.95; AMEU: $4.75.
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gues that the “special relationship” be-
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! James Ennes, Jr, Assault on the
Liberty, New York: Random House, 1979,
299 pp., cloth. The author was an officer
on the bridge during the prolonged and
brutal attack on the USS Liberty by Israeli
planes and torpedo boats in the 1967
Arab-Israeli War. Thirty-four American
crewmen were killed, 171 wounded. $2.95
special. List: $14.95; AMEU: $2.95.

L John L. Esposito, Islam: The Straight
Path, New York and Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1983, 230 pp., paper-
back. Sensitive and comprehensive intro-
duction to Islam by a distinguished pro-
fessor of religion. Includes overview of
tenets and history, as well as contempo-
rary politics of the Muslim world. Excel-
lent college-level text. List: $9.95; AMEU:
$7.95.

] Thomas Fenton and Mary Heffron,
Middle East: A Directory of Resources,
'\{ar)knoll NY: Orbis Books, 1988, 144
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ions, audiovisual materials, and
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publications on the Middle East. Essential
reference for academics, journalists and
political activists/leaders. List: $9.95;
AMEU: $6.75.

[] Elizabeth W. Fernea and Basima Q.
Bezirgan, eds, Middle Eastern Muslim
Women Speak, Austin, TX: University of
Texas Press, 1984, 432 pp., paperback.
This classic collection of autobiographical
and biographical sketches, spanning 13
centuries, is a superb introduction to the
diversity of experience of Muslim women
and the commonality of many of their
concerns. List: 512.50; AMEU: $8.25.

L PaulFindley, They Dare To Speak Out,
Westport, CT: Lawrence Hill and Com-
pany, 1985, 362 pp., paperback. The for-
mer eleven-term Congressman from Illi-
nois discusses how Americans are victim-
ized for opposing the Israel lobby. List:
$8.95; AMEU: $6.25.
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[l Simha Flapan, The Birth of Israel:
Muyths and Realities, New York: Pan-
theon Books, 1987, 277 pages, paperback.
Noted Israeli scholar reconstructs the ac-
tual events behind the official myths
about lIsrael's founding. List: $8.95;
AMEL: $6.50.

[ Stephen Green, Living By The Sword:
America and Israel in the Middle East,
Brattleboro, VT: Amana Books, 1988, 279
pp-, cloth. Investigates covert US.-Israeli
relations from 1967-1987, with special
focus on US. role in the Israeli nuclear
weapons program and Israel’s role in the
Tran-contra scandal. List: $19.95; AMEU:
$12.25.

Grace Halsell, fourney to Jerusalem,
New York: MacMillan, 1982, 193 pp.,
paperback. Memoirs of an American jour-
nalist’s personal encounters with a wide
array of Israelis and Palestinians in the
West Bank and Gaza, sens 3
$2.95 special. List: $7.95; AMEU: §2.
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_| Grace Halsell, Prophecy and Politics:
The Secret Alliancebetween Israel and the
U.S. Christian Right, Chicago, IL: Law-
rence Hill Books, 1959 updated, 210 pp.,
paperback. Renowned journalistexplores
the close relationship between American
right-wing Christian fundamentalists
and Israeli ultra-nationalists. $2.95
special. List: $9.95; AMEU: $2.95.

"1 Yehoshafat Harkabi, Israel’s Fateful
Hour,New York: Harper & Row, 1988, 256
pp.,.cloth. Former Chief of Israeli Military
Intelligence’s well-argued warning to Is-
rael that this is its last chance to save itself
from “national suicide.” A pragmatist,
Harkabiexamines every angle of the pres-
ent Palestinian-Israeli conflict to conclude
that the pro-Israeli demands should be
“negotiate with the PLO” and "withdraw
from the Occupied Territories” List:
$22.50; AMEU: §13.95.

Tl Alan Hart, Arafat: A Political
Biography, Bloomington, IN: Indiana
University Press, 1989 updated, 560 pp.,
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paperback. The definitive biography of
Yasser Arafat, president of the newly
declared state of Palestine. Fxciting per-
sonal history of the PLO and its leaders up
through the intifada by well-known Brit-
ish foreign correspondent. New. List
§18.95; AMEU: §12.95.
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| John Hayes, The Genius of Arab Civi-

lization: Source of Renaissance, Cam-
bridge, MA: MILT, Press, 1983, 260 p
paperback. This handsome introduction
to the classical Arab world highlights the
contribution by Arabs to world civiliza-
tion. lllustrated. List $12.95 AMEU:
$9.25.

[ Muhammad Husayn Haykal, The Life
of Muhammad, US.A: North American
Trust Publications, 1976, 639 pp., paper-
back. Biography of the Prophet Muham-
mad and the early history of Islam by
renowned Muslim scholar. $2.95 special.
List: $12.95; AMEU: §2.95.
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tian Churches in the Middle Fast, Elkhart,
IN: Mission Focus Publications, 1989, 128
PP. paperback. Firsthand experience and
careful research make this a valuable re-
source on the various Christian commu-
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tians, photographs, maps and statistics.
New. List: $5.00; AMEU: $4.50.

Jane Hunter, Undercutting Sanclions:
Israel, the LS. and South Africa, Second
Edition, Washington, D.C.: Washington
Middle East Associates, 1987, 73 pp.,
paperback. This concise repon uncovers
the details of economic and military coop-
eration between Israel and South Africa.
List: $5.00; AMEU: $3.25.

[ George E- Irani, The Papacy and the
Middle East: The Role of the Holy See in
the Arab-Israeli Conflict, 1962-1934,
Notre Dame, IN: University of Notre
Dame Press, 1989 paperback edition, 218
pp- This well-researched book is the first

New York, NY 10115

major study of the policy of the Catholic
Church regarding the Arab-Isracli
conflict. Now in paperback. List: $10.55;
AMEU: $7.50.

REPORT

Huaran Rt

g the
Pilestrian Lprsrs
1985-1989

T Israeli League for Human and Civil
Rights, 1988-1989 Repart: Human Rights
Violations during the Palestinian
Uprising, Tel Aviv, 1989, 87 pp., paper-
back. Latest report on human rights
abuses in occupied Palestine/West Bank
and Gaza Strip. Contains introduction by
Israel Shahak as well as 98 articles trans-
lated from the mainstream Israeli press.
More critical and enlightening than US.
coverage. $2.95 special. List: $7.50;
AMEU: §2.95.

" IAVIDIAMB

[ David Lamb, The Arabs: Journeys Be-
yond the Mirage, Vintage Books: New
York, 1988 paperback edition, 333 pp.
Good introduction to today’s Arabworld.
A reporter for the Los Angeles Times jour-
neys to Arablands with the reporter's eye
for detail, yet with little of the Westerner's
Arab stereotyping. Now in paperback.
List: $8.95; AMEU: $6.50.



[ Alfred Lilienthal, The Zionist Connec-
Hon II: What Price Peace?, New Bruns-
wick, NJ: North American, 1952, 904 py
paperback. Covers the Palestinian-lsraeli
conflict from the time of Herel to Israel's
1982 invasion of Lebanon. Research in-
volved is monumental. Contains much
information of which most Americans are
unaware. List: $9.95; AMEU: $6.95.

—_—
THE ZIONIST
CONNECTION

Adfred M. Lienhal

PALESTINE
PROBLEM

W. Thomas Mallison and Sally V.
Mallison, The Palestine Problem in Inter-
national Law and World Order, Harlow,
England: Longman, 1986, 564 pp., cloth.
This monumental study of international
law analyzes Zionist political-legal objec-
tives, the partition of Palestine, the legal
status of Jerusalem, Israeli settlements
and Palestinian rights, List: $49.50;
AMEU: $46.50.

PTO

T Sami Mussalam, The Palestine Libera-
tion Ovrganization: Its Function and
Structure, Brattleboro, VT: Amana Books,
1988, 70 pp., paperback. Most up-ta-date
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‘handbook on this complex “government-
in-exile.” Includes an organizational
chart. List: $6.95; AMEU: $5.25.

" Donald Neff, Warriors Against Israel:
How Tsracl Won the Battle to Become
America’s Ally, Brattleboro, VT: Amana
Books, 1988, 371 pp., cloth. Suspenseful
history of the 1973 war by Time’s former
bureau chief in Jerusalem. Concludes
acclaimed trilogy on the US. role in Is-
rael’s three major wars, List $19.
AMEU: $12.25.

1 Lee Q¥ Brien, American Jewish Organi-
zations and Israel, Washington, DC: In-
stitute of Palestine Studies, 1986, 235 pp.,
paperback. This study profiles major
Jewish establishment organizations in the
United States, delineates their organiza-
tional structure and political agenda, and
assesses the content and impact of their

AMEL. 475 Riv

LI Gregory Orfalea, Before the Flames: A
Quest for the History of Arab Americans,
Austin, TX: University of Texas Press,
1988, 354 pp, cloth. Author, searching for
his own past, traces a century of Arab-
American history in the U.S. Over one
hundred Arab Americans reflect on their
ethnicity and collective roots. List: $22.50;
AMEU: $13.25.

[] Tebitha Petran, The Steuggle over
Lebanon, New York: Monthly Review
Press, 1987, 431 pp., paperback. Vivid
accountof the searing tragedy of Lebanon
by a journalist who lived in Lebanon and
Syria from 1962-1986. Focus is on the his-
tory of Lebanese and Palestinian actions
over the past 11 years, including the in-
volvement of Israel, Syria and the US.
List: $12.00; AMELU: $8.50.

The

STRUGC
O\VER LEBANON
Tahitha Petran

T AlifaRifaat, Distant View of a Minaret
and Other Stories, London: Heinemann
Educational Books Ltd, 1385, 238 pp.,
paperback. An imaginative and haunting
collection offifteen Egyptian short stories,
Explores such universal themes as sexual-
ity, marriage, love and death through the
eves of a traditional Muslim woman, List:
$7.50; AMEU: $5.75.
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CHERYL A
FLRENBERG

[ Cheryl Rubenberg, Israel and the
American National Interes Critical
Examination, Urbana, IL: University of
Illinois Press, 1986, 446 pp., paperback. A
professor of International Studics argues
that the US-Israeli partnership has se-
verely damaged U.S. national interests in
Mideast over the years. Now in
paperback. List: $11.95; AMEU: $8.95.

! Edward Said and Christopher Hitch-
ens, eds., Blanring the Victims, New York:
Versa, 1938, 296 pp., paperback. Eleven
essays by Said, Hitchens, Chomsky, Khal-
idi and others show that spurious aca-
demic efforts and denial of the truth by
Western governments and media have
thwarted Palestinians’ claims to a home-
land and existence as a people. List
$13.95; AMEU: 89.25.

_| Ralph Schoenmann, The Hidden His-
tary of Zionism, Santa Barbara, CA: Veri-
tas  Press, 1988, 150 pp., paperback. A
shocking expose of Zionism from its in-
ception through the uprising, presented

in a concise, but well-documented form
by a prominent American peace activist.
Concludes by calling for a secular and
democratic Palestinian state. List: $7.95;
AMEU: $6.50.

[ Jerome M. Segal, Creating the Pales-
tinian State: A Strategy for Peace, Chi-
cago: Lawrence Hill Books, 1959, 192 pp.,
paperback. Exciting unorthodox peace
plan put forward by an American Jewish
academic and president of the Israeli-Pal-
estinian Peace Political Action Commit-
tee. The P.N.C. has already begun to act
along the lines of Segal’s binational plan.
List: $9.95; AMEU: $6.75.

CREATING
THE
PALESTINIAN
STATE

ok G. Shabeen

"] JackG. Shaheen, The TV Arab, Bowling
Green University Popular Press, 1984, 146
PP paperback. A study of television,
cinema, cartoon and documentary sterea-
types of Middle Eastern people. List:
$6.95; AMEU: $5.25.

David Shipler, Arab and Jew:
Wounded Spirits in a Promised Land,
New York: Penguin Books, 1987, 596 pp.,
paperback. This winner of a 19587 Pulitzer
Prize explores the subjective bases of
hostility and possible coexistence be-
tween Jews and Arabs living under Isracli
control. List: $3.95; AMEU: $6.50.
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[ Tekiner, Abed-Rabbo, Mezvinsky,
eds., Anti-Zionism: Analytical Reflec-
tions, Brattleboro, VT: Amana Books,
1988, 338 pp,, cloth. Exciting selection of
essays on topical issues: Christian Zion-
ism in the USA; the “Who is a Jew?”
controversy in Israel; the legal aspécts of
closing the PLO offices; Israel and South
Africa; American peace efforts in the
Mideast; and others. Authors include:
Elmer Berger, Isracl Shahak, Naseer
Aruri. List: $19.95; AMEU: §11.75.

Tl Izzat Tannous, M.D., The Palestini-
ans: Eyewitness History of Palestine
under British Mandate, New York: LG.T.
Company, 1988, 800 pages, 260 illustra-
tions, 15 maps, cloth. Origins of the Pales-
tinian-Israeli conflict. Memoirs of the tu-
multucus years 1876-1949 by a Palesti
iandiplomat and intellectual who partici-
pated in the making of history. List:
$45.00; AMEU: $22.25.

L1 Edward Tivnan, The Lobby: Jewish
Political Power and American Foreign
Policy, New York: Simon and Schuster,
1987, 304 pp., cloth. A former reporter for
Time magazine, Tivnan has thoroughly
researched the history of the Zionist lobby
in preparing this lively and cogent attack
on AIPAC. He argues that, by dominating
US. Jewish opinion as well as general
American debate on the Middle East is-
sues, AIPAC has damaged prospects for
2n Arab-Isracli peace. $2.95 special. List
$19.95; AMEU: $2.95.

L} Milton Viorst, Sands of Sorrow: Is-
rael’s Journey from Independence, New
York: Harper & Row, 1987, 328 pp.. cloth.
A liberal supporter of Israel describes
how Israel turned its back on peace, pre-
ferring to dominate its Arab neighbors
and become a spearhead of S, inferests
in the Mideast. List: $1895 AMEU:
$12.25.

1 Robi Wright, Sacred Rage: The Wrath
of Militent Islam, New York: Touch-
stone, 1986, 33 pp., paperback. Useful
introduction to the recent political resur-
gence of militant [slam in the Middle East
by a well-known journalist. List: $7.95;
AMEU: §5.95.
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Convention Notices

TheFourth Annual Bethlehem Association Conven-
tion will be held at the San Francisco Airport Marriott,
August 11-16,1989. For information, call 415-664-5241;
for hotel reservations, call toll free 1-800-228-9290.

U1 The Twenty-third Annual Meeting of the Middle
East Studies Association of North America will be held
at the Sheraton Centre in Toronto, Canada, November
15-18, 1989. For information and registration, write:
MESA, Dept. of Oriental Studies, University of Ari-
zona, Tucson, AZ, or call 602-262-5850.
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