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About This Issue

According to my dictionary, an archive is a collection of 
historical documents or records providing information 
about a place, institution or group of people.

I will be leaving soon as AMEU’s executive director and 
editor of The Link and I would like to join our readers in a 
visit to our 53-year-old  archive.

I have singled out a handful of issues that contain 
information which, to my knowledge, is not available 
elsewhere. Space alone has limited the number of issues I 
could have selected.

Every issue of The Link going back to 1968 is easily accessed 
and downloaded by going to www.ameu.org, then go to “The 
Link” tab and select “Catalog of All Link Issues.”  There you 
will find a brief description of each issue and can click on the title to bring it up as a 
PDF.

Now, I would like to use the rest of this column to say thanks.

Thanks first to you our loyal readers.  Your voluntary subscriptions and additional 
contributions make it possible for us to send The Link to over 900 public and school 
libraries.

And thanks to the members of our Board of Directors and National Council, past 
and present, for their commitment and guidance. 

I  thank Shibabaw Wubetu, our office manager from 1986 to 2016, and  his  
successor, Michelle Boyd for their dedicated service.

And thanks to my daughter Siobhan and my son Ryan, both of whom travelled to 
conference sites to promote AMEU publications. (Ryan actually did the cover design 
for several Link issues, including the one for the Musht shown on page 10.) 

And to Sharon, my bride of 53 years.  In June 1982 Sharon, a nurse, was working in 
a makeshift ER room in the basement of a Beirut hotel.  On the first day of Israel’s 
bombardment, an implosion bomb hit a yellow school bus on an open highway.  
When the children were brought into the hotel their bodies were so inflated Sharon 
could not tell if they were boys or girls.  Two weeks later, she was one of the first 
Americans to return from Beirut. And she told what she had seen to multiple media 
outlets, including an interview with Jane Pauley, then with NBC’s Today program.   I 
thank Sharon for being Sharon.

Now, let’s visit our archive and  let our past illuminate our present.  Then, on page 
15, let us welcome in our new executive director and fix our eyes on the future.

	        						    

							        John Mahoney, Editor
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cluding the one for the 
Musht shown on page 10.)  
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ER room in the basement 
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first day of Israel’s bom-
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As I write this, May 14, 2021, Israeli soldiers are 
forcing Palestinians from their homes in East 
Jerusalem for Jewish settlers to occupy.  And hell 

is breaking out in Gaza, in the West Bank, and in Israel, 
where second-class Palestinians are being told they don’t 
belong in the state of the Jews.   This settler-colonial 
movement of the modern age has a name: it’s called 
Zionism.

In his Link issue of September-October 2017, Thomas 
Suarez begins his article “The Cult of the Zionists” with 
these words: “In the late 1800s, after centuries in which 
bigots strove to keep Jews as a race apart, a new movement 
sought to institutionalize this tribalism by corralling all 
Jews into a single vast ghetto on other peoples’ land.”

More recently, in his January-March 2021 Link “The 
Decolonization of Palestine,” Jeff Halper cites a position 
paper issued by Jewish Voice for Peace, now one of the 
largest Jewish organizations in the United States; it reads: 
“We unequivocally oppose Zionism because it… is a 
settler-colonial movement, establishing an apartheid state 
where Jews have more rights than others.”

Many of our Link issues ---and all 54 volumes are on our 
website www.ameu.com --- are based on books, as were 
Suarez’s and Halper’s. But others, such as Audeh Rantisi’s, 
are first-hand accounts that can only be found in AMEU’s 
Link Archive.  I have singled out a few of these bound 
witnesses that unmask the cruel face of Zionism.

“The Lydda Death March”  
by Audeh Rantisi  ---  
Volume 33, Issue 3, July August 2000

He was 11 when they came.  It was mid-July, and hot. 
Three soldiers banged on the door and, in English, ordered 
them out.  His family was Christian, and with hundreds of 
other Christians living in town, they headed to St. George’s 
Church.  

They never made it.  At a turn in the road just before the 
church, the soldiers ordered the confused villagers, now 
including Muslims, down a road that ended at a narrow 
gate that led to the mountains. 

 About a mile outside the gate they came to a vegetable 

farm, its entrance framed by a large gate, atop of which 
sat soldiers with machine guns firing over their heads, 
prodding them on through the gate. Audeh Rantisi did not 
know it at the time, but Lydda’s death march had begun.  

What happened next was recorded by him in our July-
August 2000 issue of The Link.

Inside the gate, soldiers ordered everyone to throw their 
valuables onto a blanket they had placed on the ground, 
including money, jewelry, wristwatches, pens, even 
wedding rings. When Amin Hanhan, married for only six 
weeks refused, one of the soldiers lifted his rifle and shot 
him.  “Go to Abdullah,” the soldiers shouted, meaning the 
Palestinian territory under Jordanian control, a march of 
some 25 to 30 miles over rough terrain.   

In the early hours of day two, soldiers on horseback came 
riding at them screaming for the 4,000 mostly women and 
children to get moving.  

By day three, many had staggered and fallen  by the 
wayside, either dead or dying in the scorching heat. 
Scores of pregnant women miscarried, their babies left for 
jackals to eat.    Audeh can still see one infant beside the 
road sucking the breast of its dead mother.  The survivors 
trudged on in the shadeless heat tormented by thirst to the 
point that some drank their own urine.  

By day four, Audeh’s family arrived in Ramallah with only 
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In his Link issue of September-October 2017, Tho-
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“The Lydda Death March” by Audeh Rantisi  --

- Volume 33, Issue 3, July August 2000 
He was 11 when they came.  It was mid-July, and 

hot. Three soldiers banged on the door and, in Eng-
lish, ordered them out.  His family was Christian, 
and with hundreds of other Christians living in 
town, they headed to St. George’s Church.   

They never made it.  At a turn in the road just be-
fore the church, the soldiers ordered the confused 
villagers, now including Muslims, down a road that 
ended at a narrow gate that led to the mountains.  

 About a mile outside the gate they came to a 
vegetable farm, its entrance framed by a large gate, 
atop of which sat soldiers with machine guns firing 
over their heads, prodding them on through the gate. 
Audeh Rantisi did not know it at the time, but Ly-
dda’s death march had begun.   

What happened next was recorded by him in our 
July-August 2000 issue of The Link. 

Inside the gate, soldiers ordered everyone to 
throw their valuables onto a blanket they had placed 
on the ground, including money, jewelry, wrist-
watches, pens, even wedding rings. When Amin 

Hanhan, married for only six weeks refused, one of 
the soldiers lifted his rifle and shot him.  “Go to Ab-
dullah,” the soldiers shouted, meaning the Palestin-

ian territory under Jordanian control, a march of 
some 25 to 30 miles over rough terrain.    

In the early hours of day two, soldiers on horse-
back came riding at them screaming for the 4,000 
mostly women and children to get moving.   

By day three, many had staggered and fallen  by 
the wayside, either dead or dying in the scorching 
heat. Scores of pregnant women miscarried, their 
babies left for jackals to eat.    Audeh can still see one 
infant beside the road sucking the breast of its dead 
mother.  The survivors trudged on in the shadeless 
heat tormented by thirst to the point that some drank 
their own urine.   

By day four, Audeh’s family arrived in Ramallah 
with only the clothes on their back.  Their life as refu-
gees had begun. 

Included in this issue is the eye-witness account 
of the death march by Charles Amash, then 16, who 
confirms much of Rantisi’s account. 

 

   Lydda Death March 
     Credit:  Popperfolo —- London 

Lydda Death March
Credit: Popperfolo-London
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the clothes on their back.  Their life as refugees had begun.

Included in this issue is the eye-witness account of the 
death march by Charles Amash, then 16, who confirms 
much of Rantisi’s account.

“The Jews of Iraq” by Naeim Giladi --- 
Volume 31, Issue 2, April-May, 1998

The expulsion of families from Lydda was repeated in over 
950 Palestinian towns and villages, resulting in some 800,000 
refugees. This also left thousands of acres of cultivated land 
unattended. Zionist leaders were faced with two problems: 
one, to make certain the Palestinians did not return to their 
ancestral land and, two, to get Jewish laborers to take over 
the cultivation.  Naeim Giladi knew the answer to both 
problems, being himself part of the answer.

A New York City rabbi first told me of Naeim who, by 
1997, was living with his family in Whitestone, New York. 
I phoned him to arrange an interview and he graciously 
invited me, along with Link staff volunteers  Jane Adas and 
Bob Norberg, to visit him at his home. 

When we arrived we were anxious to do the interview, 
but Naeim insisted we have a lunch specially prepared by 
his wife.  “It is our Arab custom,” he said, laying his out-
stretched hand over his heart, “My wife and I speak Arabic 
at home.” When we did do the interview --- following 
dessert and Arabic coffee --- we thanked him for his 
family’s hospitality and for sharing his extraordinary life 
story: his membership in the Zionist underground in Iraq; 
his imprisonment and escape from the military camp of 
Abu-Ghraib;  his experience as an “Oriental” Jew in the 
new state of Israel and his life in America.

As for discouraging Palestinian farmers from returning to 
their farms, Naeim would learn upon arrival in Israel of the 
state’s use of bacteriological warfare: In 1948, after Zionist 
forces emptied Palestinian villages of their populations, 
they poisoned the water wells to ensure their owners could 
not return .  Naeim cites Uri Mileshtin, an official historian 
for the Israeli Defense Forces, who reported that Moshe 
Dayan, a division commander at the time, gave orders in 
1948 to remove Arabs from their villages, bulldoze their 
homes, and render their water  unusable by emptying 

cans of typhus and dysentery bacteria into the wells.

And as for finding Jewish workers to till the stolen soil, 
Zionists looked to Jews from Arab countries. The problem 
was how to convince them to leave their homeland; the 
answer: Terrorize them.  

Some 125,000 Jews left Iraq for Israel in the late 1940s into 
1952, most because they had been put into a panic by what 
Naeim later would learn were Zionist bombings of Jewish 
businesses and synagogues, followed by leaflets urging the 
frightened Jews to leave for Israel.  Naeim, then a teenager, 
bought the lie and moved.  

Once in Israel he was sent to al-Majdal (later renamed 
Ashkelon), a Palestinian town some 9 miles from 
Gaza. Here he was charged with forcing the indigenous 
inhabitants  out of Israel into Gaza, then under Egyptian 
control, thus making it possible for Israel to establish its 
farmers’ city, now worked by “Oriental” Jews. It was an 
order he refused to obey.

Naeim married, had children, and continued to challenge 
the state’s ethnic policies.  Then, when his son reached the 
age when he had to enlist in the Israeli army, Naeim took 
his family to America. He could have opted for dual U.S.-
Israeli citizenship.  He said no, he no longer wanted Israeli 
citizenship.
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resulting in some 800,000 refugees. This also left 
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their ancestral land and, two, to get Jewish laborers 
to take over the cultivation.  Naeim Giladi knew the 
answer to both problems, being himself part of the 
answer. 

A New York City rabbi first told me of Naeim 
who, by 1997, was living with his family in White-
stone, New York. I phoned him to arrange an inter-
view and he graciously invited me, along with Link 
staff volunteers  Jane Adas and Bob Norberg, to visit 
him at his home.  

When we arrived we were anxious to do the inter-
view, but Naeim insisted we have a lunch specially 
prepared by his wife.  “It is our Arab custom,” he 
said, laying his out-stretched hand over his heart, 
“My wife and I speak Arabic at home.” When we did 
do the interview --- following dessert and Arabic cof-
fee --- we thanked him for his family’s hospitality 
and for sharing his extraordinary life story: his mem-
bership in the Zionist underground in Iraq; his im-
prisonment and escape from the military camp of 
Abu-Ghraib;  his experience as an “Oriental” Jew in 
the new state of Israel and his life in America. 

As for discouraging Palestinian farmers from re-
turning to their farms, Naeim would learn upon arri-
val in Israel of the state’s use of bacteriological war-
fare: In 1948, after Zionist forces emptied Palestinian 
villages of their populations, they poisoned the wa-
ter wells to ensure their owners could not return .  
Naeim cites Uri Mileshtin, an official historian for the 
Israeli Defense Forces, who reported that Moshe 
Dayan, a division commander at the time, gave or-
ders in 1948 to remove Arabs from their villages, 
bulldoze their homes, and render their water  unus-
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And as for finding Jewish workers to till the sto-
len soil, Zionists looked to Jews from Arab countries. 
The problem was how to convince them to leave 
their homeland; the answer: Terrorize them.   

Some 125,000 Jews left Iraq for Israel in the late 
1940s into 1952, most because they had been put into 
a panic by what Naeim later would learn were Zion-
ist bombings of Jewish businesses and synagogues, 
followed by leaflets urging the frightened Jews to 
leave for Israel.  Naeim, then a teenager, bought the 
lie and moved.   

Once in Israel he was sent to al-Majdal (later re-
named Ashkelon), a Palestinian town some 9 miles 
from Gaza. Here he was charged with forcing the 
indigenous inhabitants  out of Israel into Gaza, then 
under Egyptian control, thus making it possible for 
Israel to establish its farmers’ city, now worked by 
“Oriental” Jews. It was an order he refused to obey. 

Naeim married, had children, and continued to 
challenge the state’s ethnic policies.  Then, when his 
son reached the age when he had to enlist in the Is-
raeli army, Naeim took his family to America. He 
could have opted for dual U.S.-Israeli citizenship.  
He said no, he no longer wanted Israeli citizenship. 

When we met with him in Whitestone, he was 
working as a night watchman  and, unable to find a 
publisher willing to print his eye-witness account of 
Zionist atrocities.  He eventually self published his 
book under the title Ben-Gurion’s Scandals.  See 
Wikipedia, which also notes his Link article.  Naeim 
died in 2010.  

 
Saturday, April 8, 1950,  

4 o’clock P.M. 

Call to The Jews 

[To] All of the Tribe of Zion 

Living in Babylon 

For the second time in the history 

of the Diaspora, we have an      

opportunity to leave.  We          

encourage you to hurry and leave. 

Translation of leaflet distributed by the Zionist un-
derground in Iraq. Five hours later, at 9 P.M., during 
Passover celebrations in Baghdad, a café frequented 
by Jews was bombed.  Credit: Naeim Giladi 
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to print his eye-witness account of Zionist atrocities.  He 
eventually self published his book under the title Ben-
Gurion’s Scandals.  See Wikipedia, which also notes his Link 
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“The End of Poetry” by Ron Kelley ---  
Volume 31, Issue 4, September-October, 1998

Early in 1998, I received a phone call from a cable 
TV producer in Manhattan.  He asked if I’d like to see 
a documentary on the Bedouin of Israel. It’s rather 
extraordinary, he said.

The day after viewing Ron Kelley’s 
documentary, I phoned him at his home 
in Michigan and invited him to tell his 
story to our Link readers.  He agreed 
in the hope that “the article can draw a 
little attention to the problem at hand.”

The problem at hand, it turned out, was 
the ravaging of a people and their way 
of life.

Kelley, then 47, a professional 
photographer with a degree in 
anthropology, first encountered 
the Bedouin in 1992 as a Fulbright 
scholar at Ben Gurion University in 
Be’er Sheva, Israel. What he saw there 
--- the uprooting of a desert people 
---  convinced him to bring a Hi-8 video 
camera into Israel and to embark on a 
clandestine project beyond his Fulbright 
one. When he returned to the States he 
had 120 hours of surreptitiously recorded videotape on 
which he spent $20,000 and countless hours turning it into 
a documentary on the Bedouin to show to U.S. networks. 
But nobody cared: not PBS, not ABC, not an “Arab-Jewish 
peace” foundation, and surprisingly, not many Arab and 
Muslim Americans whom he contacted.

What does the documentary reveal?  It notes that, In 1948, 

the new Zionist state of Israel made the audacious claim 
that ALL the Negev desert was Jewish owned. The problem 
then for Israel was what to do with the Bedouin who called 
the Negev home?  The short-term solution, it turned out, 
was to move as many as possible en masse to a reservation 
area in the northeastern Negev, where they were isolated 
under military rule until 1966, unable to leave the area 
without special passes. Nor were they permitted to buy 
land in the reservation as only Jews could own the land.  
Some tried to regain their desert homes in court but, as 
Kelley notes, of the 3,000 lawsuits filed by the Bedouin over 
a period of two decades, not one Bedouin had ever won a 
land claim.

Israel’s long-term solution was centered 
on seven governmentally created 
“industrial” towns, places segregated 
by law for Arabs only.  Yet, even here, 
the land --- considered part of the 
“Jewish People’s” perpetual inheritance 
--- cannot be owned outright by the 
Bedouin, who can only lease plots for 
specified periods of time.

   While Kelley was filming, 
approximately half of the 90,000 
Bedouin in the Negev had been 
corralled in the government sanctioned 
reservations.  The other half lived in 
the desert, where they had to contend 
with the Green Patrol, an independent 
paramilitary police unit whose major 
function was to harass and persecute 
the indigenous Bedouin.  This, as Kelley 
documents, includes the ravaging of 
their homes, destruction of their crops, 
killing of their livestock, and the beating 

of men, women, and children.

   AMEU made an arrangement with Ron to distribute his 
2-hour long video-cassette “The Bedouin of Israel,” at a cost 
of $30 each.  Not sure how many we would sell, we decided 
to buy them in lots of 20.  When --- and if --- we ran 
out of the first lot, Ron gave us the phone number of his 
mother, who would run off another lot.  To the best of my 
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be entitled to a payment of 65 percent of the Israeli-
assessed value of 30 percent more of their land. The 
remaining 50 percent would be taken by the government 
for nothing. This offer, deemed unjust by the Bedouin, 
was refused. The Israeli government then retracted the 
offer and has never offered Bedouin land claimants 
another "compromise." 

In an interview with journalist Gideon Eshet in 1979, 
Israel Land Administration official Amos Muqadi 
summarized Israel’s intent: “The policy aims to sever the 
tie between the Bedouin and the land, and . . . every legal 
means available is utilized to this end." 1  

Israel's long-term solution to its 
Bedouin land claim problem is centered 
on seven governmentally-created 
"industrial" towns, places segregated 
by law for Arabs only: Tel Sheva, 
Rahat, Segev Shalom, Aroer, Ksaifa, 
Lagiya, and Hura. Here the Bedouin 
are directed to "buy" a plot of land from 
the state, which ensnares them in a web 
of municipal taxes.  

Even here, the land—considered part 
of the “Jewish People’s” perpetual 
inheritance—cannot be owned outright 
by individuals. The Bedouin are merely 
afforded the right to lease the plots for 
extended periods.  

Strangely, the Bedouin have had 
absolutely no input in the creation or 
development of these towns, which are 
essentially reservations. They are the 
inventions of Jewish social engineers 
intent on suppressing Bedouin culture.   

Even the mayors of all the Bedouin 
towns, with the current exception of 
Rahat, are Jewish appointees of the 
Israeli government because, says the 
government, the Bedouin are incapable of governing 
themselves in a modern way. 

Even by Israeli accounts, the first Bedouin town, Tel 
Sheva, built in 1966, was a colossal failure. Accustomed 
to the spaciousness of open tents and desert views, the 
Bedouin felt suffocated in buildings with windows in 
only 6 percent of their outer walls. Deposited in cement 
homes set in semi-urban sprawls, the Bedouin also are 
deprived of the privacy—and dignity—they enjoyed in 
the desert. Their new environment had little room for the 
flocks and herds that had engaged their animal 
husbandry skills, and they were overtaken by boredom, 
listlessness, and claustrophobic nightmares in man-made 
caves.  

Bedouin women, who bear a disproportionate burden 

of responsibility for family honor, were reluctant to be 
seen in their small yards by male neighbors from 
different tribes. Even by 1988, in a survey of 160 families 
in Rahat (widely considered by Israeli administrators to 
be the most successful of the seven Bedouin towns) all 
but five families stated that they would leave if they had 
the option.  

Despite these Israeli pressures over decades to move 
the Arab desert dwellers to the government-sanctioned 
reservations, only about half of today's 90,000 Bedouin of 
the Negev have moved. Those who have managed to 
resist, fear these places as magnets for despair and drug 

use, crime, and other social ills. Rahat 
alone has 30 known drug addicts, 
reflecting a problem virtually unknown 
a decade or so ago. Lagiya has its own 
share of drug addiction and dealing in 
hard drugs.  
Unemployment in the Bedouin towns is 
chronic. Despite initial promises to 
provide  co mp le t e  communi ty 
resources, the Israeli government has 
done little more than throw up a few 
essential institutions, predominantly 
schools and small clinics. Not one of 
the official Bedouin communities has a 
municipal sewage system. Rahat is the 
only Bedouin town with a bank or post 
office. None has industrial areas, 
commercial centers, public libraries, or 
recreational centers. According to 
mayor Juma'a Al-Kasasi, Rahat—which 
serves two and a half times as many 
people as the Jewish town of Ofakim—
gets less than half the Jewish 
settlement's budget.  
It has become ominously clear to many 
of the Bedouin that the towns were 

designed as giant bedrooms, places where they can 
spend their nights after performing their menial daytime 
jobs in Jewish communities. In 1987, a Jewish 
government official suggested to The Jerusalem Post that if 
factories were constructed in Bedouin towns, the cheap 
Arab labor there would inevitably undercut Jewish 
businesses.  

"If it's up to the government," the official said, "there 
won't be industrial areas [in Bedouin towns] for another 
50 years—the government has a very clear policy."2 In 
essence, this policy is in the final stages of eradicating the 
Bedouins’ traditional economic independence and self-
reliance, which was based on their flocks and herds. 
They are forced into lives of wage-earner dependency in 
an economic system intended to guarantee their 
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recollection we sold well over 100 cassettes, including some 
to human rights organizations.  Then, one day, when we 
phoned to reorder another 20 copies, the number was no 
longer in service.  It was the last we ever heard from Ron or 
his mother. And, anticipating a resupply of VCRs, we had 
sold our last one, and were left without a single copy of the 
video documentary. Only his Link article survives.

“Epiphany at Beit Jala” by Donald Neff ---  
Volume 28, Issue 5, December 1995

Donald Neff was a seasoned reporter when, in 1975, he went 
to Israel as Time magazine’s Jerusalem Bureau Chief.  And, 
like most Americans, he came as an unwitting Zionist, who 
believed that the Jews deserved a secure state of their own, as 
the Nazi Holocaust had proved, and it followed that Israelis 
had a right to look out for their own safety.

It was a preconception that 
would be challenged in 
multiple ways: the way most 
Israeli Jews failed to  see the 
degradation imposed upon 
Palestinians by Israeli rule; 
the charming young Israeli 
woman who had lost her home 
in Germany and now lived 
comfortably in a  home that 
once belonged to a Palestinian 
family; the 1975 U. N. General 
Assembly resolution calling 

Zionism a form of racism and racial discrimination; 
the 1976 Koenig Report, co-authored by Israel Koenig, 
Northern District Commissioner of the Ministry of 
Interior, that outlined how Israel could rid itself of some 
of its Palestinian citizens; the 1977 publication by The 
London Sunday Times of a major expose about torture of 
Palestinian prisoners by Israeli security officials.

But Donald Neff ’s final revelation --- his epiphany --- came 
in March 1978.  These are his own words from his Link 
article:

It began with a telephone call from a freelance reporter, 
a courageous American…close to the Palestinian lawyer 

Ramonda Tawil.  She reported she had heard reports 
that Israeli troops had conducted a cruel campaign 
throughout the West Bank against Palestinian youth. 
Many Palestinians had suffered broken bones, others had 
been beaten and some had had their heads shaved.  Some 
of the victims were in Beit Jala hospital.

When I repeated the report to my staff, all of them 
Israelis, they reacted with horror and indignation. 
The whole group, a secretary, a teletype operator, two 
stringers, a photographer, and two other correspondents, 
cast doubt on the story.  They all declared it was 
unthinkable because “that is what was done to us in the 
Holocaust.”

About this time one of my best friends, Freddie Weisgal, 
stopped by.  He was the nephew of one of Zionism’s 
important theoreticians, Meyer Weisgal, and a former 
human rights fighter in the United State before moving 
to Israel after the 1967 war… He said something like, 
“Aw, come on, Don, you know Jews wouldn’t do anything 
like that.”  He was agitated and indignant, which wasn’t 
all that unusual for him.  But there was an underlying 
tension too…”All right,” I said to Freddie, “let’s go to Beit 
Jala and check it out.”

We drove in the chill gathering of darkness.  We went 
into the small hospital and a young Palestinian doctor 
who spoke English soon appeared.  Yes indeed, he said 
matter-of-factly, he had recently treated a number of 
students for broken bones.  There were ten cases of 
broken arms and legs and many of the patients were 
still there, too seriously injured to leave.  He took us to 
several rooms filled with boys in their mid-teens, an 
arm or leg, sometimes both, immobile under shining 
white plaster casts…They all said that for reasons 
unknown to them, Israeli troops had surrounded their 
two-story  middle school while classes were underway. 
In several classrooms, on the second floor, the students 
were ordered to close all the windows.  Then the troops 
exploded tear gas bombs and slammed shut the door, 
trapping the students with the noxious fumes. They 
panicked.  In their rush to escape they fled from the 
rooms so fast that  some of them went flying over the 
balcony to the asphalt and stony ground below.
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youth. Many Palestinians had suffered bro-
ken bones, others had been beaten and some 
had had their heads shaved.  Some of the vic-
tims were in Beit Jala hospital. 

When I repeated the report to my staff, all 
of them Israelis, they reacted with horror and 
indignation. The whole group, a secretary, a 
teletype operator, two stringers, a photogra-
pher, and two other correspondents, cast 
doubt on the story.  They all declared it was 
unthinkable because “that is what was done 
to us in the Holocaust.” 

About this time one of my best friends, 
Freddie Weisgal, stopped by.  He was the 
nephew of one of Zionism’s important theo-
reticians, Meyer Weisgal, and a former hu-
man rights fighter in the United State before 
moving to Israel after the 1967 war… He said 
something like, “Aw, come on, Don, you 
know Jews wouldn’t do anything like that.”  
He was agitated and indignant, which wasn’t 
all that unusual for him.  But there was an 
underlying tension too…”All right,” I said to 
Freddie, “let’s go to Beit Jala and check it 
out.” 

We drove in the chill gathering of dark-
ness.  We went into the small hospital and a 
young Palestinian doctor who spoke English 
soon appeared.  Yes indeed, he said matter-of
-factly, he had recently treated a number of 
students for broken bones.  There were ten 
cases of broken arms and legs and many of 
the patients were still there, too seriously in-
jured to leave.  He took us to several rooms 
filled with boys in their mid-teens, an arm or 
leg, sometimes both, immobile under shining 
white plaster casts…They all said that for rea-
sons unknown to them, Israeli troops had 
surrounded their two-story  middle school 
while classes were underway. In several 
classrooms, on the second floor, the students 
were ordered to close all the windows.  Then 
the troops exploded tear gas bombs and 
slammed shut the door, trapping the students 
with the noxious fumes. They panicked.  In 
their rush to escape they fled from the rooms 
so fast that  some of them went flying over 
the balcony to the asphalt and stony ground 
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About the third time we heard the same story, I noticed 
Freddie’s face.  It was gray and stricken. He was shaking 
his head and wringing his gnarled hands. “Oh, man,” he 
said “this is too much. I’m getting out of here.” And he 
left, taking a bus back to Jerusalem. Afterwards, he never 
talked about Beit Jala.

My Israeli photographer, who had followed in his own 
car, was not looking much better.  But he dutifully 
continued taking pictures of the injured boys…There 
could be no doubt about what had happened to them. 
Still, I wanted to see where the attack had occurred. 
The school was just up the hill. It was dark by now, but 
I had no trouble with a flashlight finding spent tear gas 
canisters with Hebrew lettering littering the ground…
Now I was more determined to nail down the aspect of 
the story that had so upset my staff and astounded me: 
the cutting of hair. I had to admit to myself that I found it 
almost too bizarre to believe that Israelis would actually 
inflict on another people this most humiliating symbol of 
the Holocaust. On the other hand, my experience told me 
that Israeli hatred of Palestinians might make anything 
possible…

The next morning at Ramonda Tawil’s house I met several 
of the young men who had had their hair shorn.  They 
had not been shaved but clumps of hair were missing 
from their heads as though roughly cut by a knife. They 
said they had been picked up by Israeli troops for no 
obvious reason and were ordered to do exercises and pick 
up litter and weeds, some of them through most of the 
night.  They had heard that similar scenes had taken place 
all over the West Bank.

I returned to a sullen and nervous bureau where hanging 
in the air was the question of whether I was going to do a 
story. I announced I was.

Time gave the story prominent play and it evoked outrage 
by Israeli authorities and American Zionists…The 
atmosphere in Israel was even harsher…I was attacked 
to my face as an anti-Semite and shunned by some…
Then a miraculous thing happened. Ezer Weizman, the 
father of Israel’s air force and an upright man, personally 
took the matter into his own hands. As defense minister, 

he appointed a commission to investigate the matter. It 
found the Beit Jala story true.

Shortly after that finding, Don left Israel amid worries 
about his personal well-being.

On return to the States he authored several highly 
acclaimed books on the Arab-Israeli confrontation.

Donald Neff died in 2015.

“On the Jericho Road” by James M. Wall --- 
 Volume 33, Issue 4, September-October, 2000

 Jim Wall was but a few months into his tenure as editor 
of The Christian Century when, in 1973, he received an 
invitation from the American Jewish Committee (AJC) to 
take an all-expenses paid trip to Israel. At first he declined 
the offer, then accepted it on the condition he would pay 
his own expenses, while the AJC would arrange his travel, 
hotel accommodations, and itinerary.

In December 1973, he landed in Tel Aviv with, as he would 
later confess, absolutely no knowledge that the airport 
was built on the Palestinian town of Lydda, where the 
Death March occurred.  What was impressed upon him 
throughout his AJC planned visit was the fear Israelis had 
of another Holocaust, this time by invading Arab armies, 
a Holocaust only they could prevent with a strong military 
force. Any fears the Palestinians might have about their 
future were unaddressed. 

That, however, would change when the AJC arranged  a 
meeting at the Holy Land Institute in Jerusalem. As Jim 
recalls it, he was surrounded by evangelical Christians who 
shared an intense loyalty to the Zionist state of Israel and 
who faulted him and The Christian Century for its hostility 
to Zionism prior to Israel’s becoming a state in 1948.  At 
some point in the evening, an American Mennonite pastor, 
serving a three-year tour in Jerusalem, quietly approached 
Jim and asked if he could come by his hotel later that night 
“for a chat.” Jim agreed.

His name was LeRoy Friesen and when they met later that 
evening he told Jim he was hearing only one perspective. 
And he proposed that they travel together into the West 
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Bank and up to the Golan Heights.

Jim agreed; and since he was paying his own way, the AJC 
host had no grounds to object.

What Jim experienced on his road to Jericho is best told in 
his own words:

LeRoy drove us in his 
VW coupe along the 
road to Jericho, the 
location for Jesus’s 
story about the Good 
Samaritan.  Driving 
northward out of 
Jericho, we talked 
about the importance 
of the Jordan River 
valley in terms of both 
farming and security.  
We stopped along the 
highway to admire the 
fertile fields of Israeli 

crops that lay between us and the river. 

 We then left the highway and drove on a dirt road up a 
hill and stopped to talk with a Palestinian farmer, who 
was sitting in front of his house.  I remember him as 
rather elderly, and I was struck by the resigned sadness 
in his manner.  He pointed up the hill to his well, which 
reminded me of a Georgia sharecropper’s well, and we 
saw that it was connected to a pump that provided water 
to his modest-sized field.

Quite a distance farther up the hill was an Israeli well, 
surrounded by barbed wire and enclosed in a concrete 
casing. That well was much deeper, LeRoy explained, and 
pipes carried its water down the hill where we could see 
it spraying onto the Israeli fields in the Jordan Valley.  I 
knew enough about aquifers to know that the deeper, 
more sophisticated Israeli well (its pipes buried beneath 
the soil) would soon render useless the farmer’ shallower 
well, with its open, above ground pipes.

What I saw that morning has shaped all of my subsequent 
understanding of the region.  This was the strong 
dominating the weak: control, not sharing. Something 

was seriously wrong with this picture. 

In that farmer’s sad, resigned face was my epiphany.  The 
existential reality of injustice witnessed first-hand, as 
LeRoy knew, is a far more powerful teaching tool than 
injustice heard or read about.

Jim Wall would go 
on to make over 20 
trips to the Holy 
Land, always insisting 
that half of the tour 
at least be with a 
Palestinian guide. He 
would serve as editor 
and publisher of The 
Christian Century 
until 1999, and later as 
a contributing editor 
from 2008 to 2017. 

Jim honored 
AMEU by accepting 
membership on our Board of Directors and National 
Council, and by authoring two other Link articles, one 
in 2004 (“When Legend Becomes Fact”) and one in 2009 
(“L’Affaire Freeman”).  

It was while we were preparing this issue of The Link 
that we learned of his death this past March.   Jim was 
an ordained Methodist minister, and he ended his 
“On the Jericho Road” article with these words: “The 
legacy of injustices between conquerors and conquered 
--- catalogued at Camp David II as borders, refugees, 
settlements and Jerusalem --- must sooner or later be 
morally and legally confronted, confessed and corrected.”

 

 “People and the Land, Coming to a PBS 
Station Near You?”  By Tom Hayes ---   
Volume 30, Issue 5, November-December, 1997

Our Link articles run around 7,500 words over 16 pages.  
Only once have we extended it to 21,000 words over 
24 pages.  That was for Tom Hayes.  An independent 
documentary film maker from Ohio, Tom had made two 
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manner persuaded me I should see him.  The Mennonites 
were, after all, one of the traditional peace churches in the 
United States, who send young workers like Friesen—at 
43, he was the same age as I was—to labor on behalf of 
the non-powerful in locations around the world. 

 LeRoy told me that I was hearing only one perspective. 
He proposed that we travel into the West Bank and up to 
the Golan Heights, an excursion the AJC had not sug-
gested, of course. Since I was paying my own way 
(thankfully), my AJC host had no grounds to object to my 
breaking away from my next day’s meetings to go off on 
my own.  

Epiphany at a Farm  
On the Jericho Road 

LeRoy drove us in his VW coupe along the road to Jeri-
cho, the location for Jesus’s story about 
the Good Samaritan. Driving northward 
out of Jericho, we talked about the impor-
tance of the Jordan River valley in terms 
of both farming and security.  We stopped 
along the highway to admire the fertile 
fields of Israeli crops that lay between us 
and the river. We then left the highway 
and drove on a dirt road up a hill and 
stopped to talk with a Palestinian farmer, 
who was sitting in front of his house. I re-
member him as rather elderly, and I was 
struck by the resigned sadness in his 
manner. He pointed up the hill to his well, 
which reminded me of a Georgia share-
cropper’s well, and we saw that it was 
connected to a pump that provided water 
to his  modest-sized field. 

Quite a distance farther up the hill was 
an Israeli well, surrounded by barbed wire 
and enclosed in a concrete casing. That 
well was much deeper, LeRoy explained, 
and pipes carried its water down the hill 
where we could see it spraying onto the 
Israeli fields in the Jordan Valley. I knew 
enough about aquifers to know that the 
deeper, more sophisticated Israeli well (its 
pipes buried beneath the soil) would soon 
render useless the farmer’s shallower 
well, with its open, above ground pipes.  

What I saw that morning has shaped all 
of my subsequent understanding of the 
region. This was the strong dominating 
the weak: control, not sharing. Something 
was seriously wrong with that picture. In 
that farmer’s sad, resigned face was my epiphany. The 
existential reality of injustice witnessed first-hand, as 
LeRoy knew, is a far more powerful teaching tool than in-
justice heard or read about. 

I have recently reread sections of Leon Uris’s 1958 
novel, “Exodus,” one that was a strong influence on my 
view of Israel when I first read it, as I suspect it was on a 
large number of American readers.  Ari Ben Canaan 
(played by Paul Newman in the 1960 film) and Kitty, his 
American girlfriend, are driving through the Jezreel Valley, 
“which the Jews had turned from swamp into the finest 
farmland in the Middle East.  . .  On one side of the hill the 
lush lands of the Jezreel and on the other, the sun-baked, 
dried-out, barren fields of the Arabs.”  

Once propaganda is fixed as the truth in the public 
mind—novels and movies are especially influential in this 
regard—it is very difficult to replace it with a different per-
spective. Great sections of the farmland and orchards long 
cultivated by Palestinian farmers—which were anything 
but dried-out and barren when I first saw them—have over 
the decades been confiscated for Israeli settlements and 

bypass highways, leaving Palestinians 
with the least attractive agricultural 
patches and scant water resources to nur-
ture them.  
But I knew nothing of this in December, 
1973, as we traveled along the Jordan 
highway and into the Golan Heights, lis-
tening intently as LeRoy gave me a his-
tory lesson. He reminded me that security 
built by Israel on the backs of the Pales-
tinians would always be insecure. The 
comparison to the U.S. civil rights strug-
gle, where a dominant culture controlled a 
minority population, emerged in my mind 
as such an obvious parallel that I was cer-
tain my American readers would feel as I 
did about what was being done to the Pal-
estinians. 
 When we reached Bir Zeit University, a 
few miles north of Jerusalem, I talked with 
students and met the university president, 
Hanna Nasir, a graduate of Purdue Uni-
versity in Indiana, and the grandson of the 
founder of Bir Zeit, his grandmother, 
Nabiha Nasir.  A year later, Nasir would 
be deported, thrown out of his country 
and dumped in the middle of the night 
across the Lebanon border. He was 
deemed a “threat” to Israeli security, and 
Israel subjected the university to periodic 
closings, always in the name of security. 
  Nasir took me to the teachers’ lounge to 
meet a 27-year-old Palestinian professor 
who was just completing her doctoral 
work in English literature at the University 

of Virginia.  Her name was Hanan Mikhail (later, Ashrawi). 
Today she is the best-known woman in the Palestinian 
leadership.  Dr. Ashrawi was on the Palestinian negotiat-
ing team in Madrid, whose work was suddenly and, for the 
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LeRoy Frien
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mayor didn’t want to miss a chance to greet one of them. I 
ran into Mayor Kollek a few years later in the Old City dur-
ing the Intifada, and he appeared to remember me, the 
mark of a skilled politician. 

 I could appreciate the trauma Israelis were feeling; only 
a few months earlier they thought their country was in dan-
ger of invasion by Arab armies. Many whom I interviewed 
pressed upon me the fearful image they had of Arab 
troops marching triumphantly down Ben Yehuda street.  I 
knew those fears were real, and I appreciated the intense 
feeling of danger Israelis conveyed when they recalled the 
Holocaust and their fear of repetition, which only they 
could prevent by building a strong military force and guar-
anteeing secure borders. Still, as I neared the end of my 
visit, no one had spoken to me from the Palestinian per-
spective. 

Perspective is critical to my understanding of any com-
plex issue. My graduate work at the University of Chicago 
was with Seward Hiltner, a professor of pastoral care, and 
he had stressed the importance of facing ambiguity with 
the knowledge that no single perspective ever exhausts a 
given reality.  I wrote about this recently in the Christian 
Century, citing this anecdote: 

The story is told of the family members who gather 
in a Liverpool hotel ballroom to learn the fate of 
loved ones who were traveling on the Titanic. Eve-
ryone is frantically seeking news of survivors. As I 
recall the story from an old comedy recording, the 
grieving crowd is surprised to see an old polar bear 

walk into the room. He looks sad and there is a tear 
in his eye when he asks: “Have you got any news of 
the iceberg? My family were on it, you see. Have 
you got any news of the iceberg? They mean the 
whole world to me.” It hadn’t occurred to the griev-
ing relatives that a polar bear’s family might have 
been cruising through the icy waters on the iceberg 
that collided with the Titanic. It is, you see, all in the 
perspective.   

My AJC host, who had his own passionate perspective, 
had arranged a meeting for me at the Holy Land Institute, 
an institution of a more evangelical persuasion than that of 
the Christian Century, which is known in church circles as 
a “liberal magazine.”  I was the guest of honor for the eve-
ning, but I was really there to be on the hot seat. The Cen-
tury’s reputation was that of decades of hostility to Zionism 
prior to Israel’s becoming a state in 1948, a position 
shared by most Protestant missionaries in the Middle East 
and by most Jewish leaders in the United States. I remem-
ber sitting in a circle, surrounded by evangelical Christians 
who shared an intense loyalty to Israel.  Everyone there 
pounded away at me for the Century’s failure to champion 
Israel’s cause, a sin for which I had little responsibility 
since I had been editor for only 14 months. 

 I heard only one friendly voice that evening, and I am 
still not sure how he slipped through the invitation net. His 
name was LeRoy Friesen, an American Mennonite pastor 
serving a three-year tour in Jerusalem. He asked me qui-
etly if he could come by my hotel later that night for a chat. 
I was about chatted out but his intense and concerned 

James Wall
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documentary films about Palestinians, “Native Sons” which 
he began filming in 1981, and “People and the Land” which 
he began in 1989.  How he got the 27 crates containing 
nearly 20 miles of film footage shot in the Occupied 
Territories during the First Intifada past the Military 
Censor and the Passport Control 
Officer is a story in itself. Included 
in this footage was his focus on the 
number of children maimed by 
Israeli soldiers. From December 
1987 through July 1993, 120,000 
Palestinians were wounded, of 
whom 46,000  were under 16 years 
of age, leading to the speculation 
that the Army’s policy was not so 
much to kill as to maim the children 
as a way of pressuring their parents 
to leave their homeland.

But it’s the roadblocks he 
encountered here at home that are 
alarming. When a notice appeared in 
the Columbus Dispatch that he had 
made Native Sons, a documentary 
that focused on three Palestinian 
refugee families, he began receiving 
phone calls at all hours of the night, 
death threats against him and his then pregnant wife.  He 
put wire mesh on the windows of his house to avoid a fire 
bombing. It didn’t help. Someone busted the window out. 
Next his phone line was cut. He talked to the police and 
told them about the documentary.  They asked if he owned 
a gun. He began to feel like he was living in occupied 
territory.

When it later became known that Tom had received a 
grant from the George Gund Foundation for his Native 
Sons project, the Columbus Jewish Federation got a copy 
of the Gund proposal, which was not public record, and 
sent a barrage of correspondence to the Community Film 
Association (CFA), the group administering the Gund 
grant, trashing Tom and his film, and threatening to sue 
CFA board members for their personal assets.

CFA called Tom in to say that Dennis Aig, one of their 

board members, would be screening a rough cut of his 
film.  Aig, who at the time was active with the Columbus 
Jewish Federation, ended his private screening in Tom’s 
cutting room yelling “You can’t say that!” A week later, CFA 
sent Tom a letter informing him that it found that he was 

engaging in propaganda and that 
he would forfeit a $20,000  grant he 
had received from the Ohio Arts 
Council (OAC).  The CFA only 
agreed to honor its commitment 
after the OAC threatened to deny it 
funding in the future.

Tom also learned that the Ohio 
State University School of Fine 
Arts had booked a local theater for 
the premiere showing of Native 
Sons, only to be told later that the 
theater owner refused to show 
it. When the School of Fine Arts 
threatened to pull all its entries 
from his theater, the owner agreed 
to show Tom’s film.

Years later, when he was looking 
for funding for People and the 
Land, Tom got the nod from the 
Independent Television Service 

(ITVS), a service which Congress mandated be created 
through the Corporation for Public Broadcasting to help 
under-served minorities  increase  programming diversity 
on PBS.  In July 1991, ITVS called Tom to say his film 
had been selected for funding, but first they had some 
questions. Above all, they wanted to know where he got 
every penny for shooting the film.  18 months later, ITVS 
agreed to give the grant, this time with the stipulation that 
no public information about the film would be released 
without Tom’s approval.

ITVS submitted People and the Land to PBS for national 
release in February 1997. Sometime after that Gayle 
Loeber, Director of Broadcast Marketing for ITVS, called 
to say that PBS had “declined the program.” Loeber said 
ITVS could still prepare press materials and arrange 
a satellite feed to all 283 PBS affiliate stations, what is 
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gnawed against my sleep.  With each 
scream that rose from the Army camp, 
dogs in the neighborhood began baying, 
and as they bayed, dogs farther away 
would pick up the cry, then dogs farther 
yet.  The alarm expanded up the slopes of 
Jenin like waves hitting a reef.  A terrible 
sound: grief and empathy, warning and 
dread.   

Inside the wire there was no sound of 
empathy all that long scorching night. 

Years later I’m sitting in the studio of 
Detroit's PBS station doing a program that 
will immediately follow the broadcast of 
People and the Land.  The follow-up will be a 
half-hour program to—what, calm people 
down?  “update” the one-hour program? I 
gather from the moderator’s tone that the 
real intent is to denigrate my journalistic 
style.  I’m doing my level best to be polite.   

A member of the station’s board, who 
is also associated with the Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL), threatened to resign when 
his opposition to the broadcast was 
overridden.  Detroit was something like the 
fifteenth (of 283 PBS affiliate stations) to 
broadcast People and the Land.   

The broadcast of People in Miami 
seemed to take the ADL by surprise.  
Maybe the program director failed to solicit 
ADL’s approval. Abraham Foxman, ADL’s 
National Director, issued a press release 
condemning People and the Land and 
howling outrage at the Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting for letting it get 
funded in the first place.  The Detroit 
Jewish press called me an “amateur 
filmmaker with a history of anti-Israeli 
films.”  

Well you might ask how in God’s 
name I got my leg caught in this thing. 

In the late 70s I made a film about 
displaced Indochinese people who were 
eventually resettled in the United States.  
The documentary followed a single family, 
the Nouts, starting with their life in the 
camp and staying with them through their 
first year in the United States.  

My arrival in Thailand coincided with 
artillery attacks by the Vietnamese 
Occupation Army in Cambodia against the 
camps on the Thai side of the border. 
Khmer Rouge resistance fighters were 
thought to be stashing their weapons and 

going into refugee camps where food and 
medical care were available on a sort of “non-
denominational” basis.  The fighters would 
get patched up and fed, then go back into 
Cambodia and kill Vietnamese soldiers. The 
Vietnamese Army expressed its displeasure 
with 122 mm. shells. 

Refugee camps are purposely 
impermanent constructions—places to drain 
off humanity into the sky. There is no safe 
place to hide but sewage-filled trenches when 
high explosives come screaming in.  More 
than half the population of any refugee camp 
on the planet is children.  You connect the 
dots—refugee camps, artillery, and 
children—the results are utterly and 
ruthlessly predictable. That trip left an 

impression like a tattoo on my neocortex.      
The resulting film, Refugee Road, was 

broadcast nationally on PBS.  It was picked 
up again by WNET, the New York City PBS 
affiliate, for a series on immigrants that was 
broadcast during the rededication of the 
Statue of Liberty. Never once, in all the 
screenings of Refugee Road I attended, was the 
term “balance” ever mentioned.  

Six months after Refugee Road was 
released Kamphong Nout, the protagonist, 
died in agony of complications from surgery.  

Author filming in Ramallah, 1989.—Photo by Dorothy 
Thigpen. 

Tom Hayes filming in West Bank
Credit: Dorothy Thigpen
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called a soft feed.  These stations, at the discretion of the 
individual program directors, can air any of the dozens of 
soft feeds they receive each week.   The first press release 
draft omitted mention of the foreign aid issues that the film 
starts and ends with.  ITVS said they would make Tom’s 
correction. What they did was delete his sentence: People 
and the Land carries this humanistic perspective into a look 
at U.S. involvement in the Israeli occupation comparing 
Israel aid figures with cuts in human service programs for 
American citizens --- $5.5 billion dollars in aid to Israel, 5.7 
billion in cuts to human service programs.”

Tom called ITVS. A staff member told him Jim Yee was the 
new Executive Director and that he had ordered the copy 
cut.

In May 1997, ITVS called to say some of the PBS stations 
wanted more information about the program and why they 
should air it.  Tom agreed to answer them.  What Tom was 
not told was that ITVS had requested Mark Rosenblum, 
founder of Americans for Peace Now, to review the film.  
Rosenblum concluded that the film was “approximately 
20% accurate”, that “97% of Palestinians are ruled by 
Palestinian authorities”, and that “Jews had attained a 
majority status in Palestine by 1870.” His review was sent to 
every programming director in the PBS system.

The Link contacted Mr. Rosenblum to confirm his 
comments. He denied ever writing a “review” or having put 
any comments in writing for ITVS, although he did say he 
had expressed certain opinions orally to someone at ITVS.  
Told that ITVS had quoted him as saying the documentary 
People and the Land was “20 percent accurate”, he denied 
ever giving a percentage of accuracy. Likewise, he denied 
saying 97% of Palestinians are ruled by Palestinian 
authorities or that Jews had reached a majority status in 
Palestine by 1870.

The Link reached Suzanne Stenson, formerly of the ITVS 
staff, who said she had transcribed Mr. Rosenblum’s 
comments on a laptop computer during an hour-long 
phone call and that, prior to its dissemination to the PBS 
stations, the text quoting Mr. Rosenbaum was emailed to 
him for review at his personal and business addresses. No 
response to these emails was ever received, she said.

Still, thanks to grassroots organizing, People and the Land 
was shown on at least 23 PBS stations, and over 160 DVD 
cassettes of the documentary have been distributed by 
AMEU, a record number for us.

In 2014, Tom and his crew returned to Palestine to 
document The Wall, the checkpoints, the humiliations, the 
killings.   Why, you might ask him, go back for yet more 
aggravation?  “When you know the truth, the truth makes 
you a soldier” Tom might reply, a favorite quote of his 
from Mahatma Gandhi.   [Tom’s third trip to Palestine is 
recorded in our Nov.-Dec. 2015 Link  “Between Two Blue 
Lines.” Ed.]

 

 “Save the Musht and the Land of 
Palestine,” by Rosina Hassoun ---  
Vol. 26, No. 4: Oct.-Nov. 1993

 

Rosina Hassoun delivered the first of four papers on “The 
State of Palestine,” a panel sponsored by the American-
Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee at its 1993 
National Convention in Alexandria, Virginia. The other 
three presenters talked politics, everything from Israeli 
annexation of the Territories to Palestinian  sovereignty 
over them. When the time came for questions, the 500-plus 
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audience directed all its questions to the political analysts.

Then something unexpected happened. The session ended 
and the three analysts made their way out of the room.  
But not Rosina.  She was surrounded by reporters and 
interviewers, as well as audience members fascinated by 
what she had to say.  A half-hour later I managed to speak 
with her about writing a feature article for The Link.

Rosina speaks of paradigms, that is, of the images a people 
have of themselves and their land. Zionists, for example, 
see Palestine as a wasteland and a desert. For the World 
Zionist Organization, Palestine was “a land without a 
people for a people without a land.” Its aim was “to make 
the desert bloom.”

For the Zionist colonizers this dual image of wasteland 
and desert satisfied their three ideological imperatives: 
Ownership: Those who create something out of nothing 
get to keep it; Absorption: A wasteland offers a borderless 
capacity for colonization;  and Exploitation: Jews, especially 
those from Europe, America and South Africa brought 
with them western attitudes towards resource usage, 
namely that resources are there for the taking. European 
and American Jews also brought western images of 
manicured lawns and swimming pools as part of their 
idealized lifestyles.

For Palestinians, their images of the land are traditionally 
those of: Motherhood: This paradigm of land as mother, 
found especially in their poetry, stems from the belief of 
Palestinians that they are descended from the multitudes of 
people who previously inhabited Palestine in an unbroken 
line dating back to the Canaanites and before;  Fertility: This 
paradigm of fertile crescent or bread basket derives from the 
Palestinian system of food production founded on agricultural 
practices of planting citrus, olives, grains and vegetables 
with rock-terracing, practices that reflect ancient Nabatean 
and other early practices); Village:  Palestinians developed 
relationships between the villages and cities for the flow of 
goods and services. This system led to the development of 
local dialects, costumes and village cultural distinctions.

Rosina spends the rest of her Link article showing how 
these paradigms apply to the different ways Palestinians 
and Israelis treat natural resources such as water, trees, and 

land.  It is a fascinating exercise, and I encourage readers 
to go to our website and read pages 5-12 of her article.  
Her analysis is more relevant today than when she first 
presented it to that ADC audience back in 1993.

Which brings us to the Musht in the title of her article.  
It is a fish that swims in the Sea of Galilee, also called 
Christ’s fish or Saint Peter’s fish, and widely associated with 
the miracle of the loaves and fishes. It’s also a dying fish.  
Rosina concludes her article with these words:

In the end, saving the Musht may not be anyone’s priority.  
But sometimes, a small seemingly insignificant species acts 
as an indicator of the state of the environment.  If it ceases 
to exist, a chain reaction ripples through the land. 

The Musht may be sending us a warning that ecological 
collapse could come rapidly or sneak up slowly while 
everyone else is looking at other issues. While this 
generation of Arabs and Israelis fight over and negotiate 
the land, the environmental consequences of their actions 
may be destroying the very thing they both covet.

Update: Fishing stocks have continued to diminish in the 
Sea of Galilee due to overfishing and to a virus that infected 
the Musht. This led to a ban in April 2010 of commercial 
and recreational fishing in nesting and spawning grounds 
of the Musht. 

Meanwhile Rosina, a doctoral 
student when she first sounded 
the alarm, has gone on to receive 
her PhD in Anthropology 
from Florida University, and is 
currently an Assistant Professor of 
Anthropology at Saginaw Valley 
State University.

 

“When War Criminals Walk Free,” by Mads 
Gilbert, M.D. ---  
Volume 45, Issue 5, December, 2012

 Mads Gilbert heads the Clinic of Emergency Medicine at 
University Hospital of North Norway.  In 2009, he was one 
of two foreign doctors in al-Shifa Hospital during Israel’s 

Rosina Hassoun
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Operation Cast Lead assault on Gaza.  “We waded in death, 
blood and amputated limbs,” he wrote in his Link article, 
noting that, far too often, the victims were children. Two of 
these children he wants us to 
get to know: Jumana and Amal.

We meet Jumana, a nine-
month-old girl, lying on her 
back, almost unarousable 
following anesthesia, most of 
her left hand is amputated.

A nurse tells Dr. Gilbert the 
tiny girl was a member of 
the Samuni family from the 
impoverished quarters of 
al-Zaitoun in the southern 
outskirts of Gaza City.  
Another nurse adds that 
Israeli ground forces had 
herded about a hundred 
members of the extended family, including women, 
children and elderly into a warehouse, where they stayed 
overnight without food or drink.  The next morning, Israeli 
forces bombed the building.

Gilbert doubted it. But it was true. An investigation into 
the massacre would confirm that soldiers from the Israeli 
armed forces had systematically planned and executed the 
killing of 21 members of the Samuni family. Jumana was 
one of the youngest survivors.

For three days following the shelling, the casualties were 
trapped in the destroyed warehouse along with the dead 
bodies.  Only then did the Israelis allow rescue services 
to enter the building.  One of those casualties was Amal 
Samuni, a 9-year-old Palestinian schoolgirl and Jumana’s 
cousin.  Like Jumana, she had been forced into the 
warehouse with her father, mother and siblings.  At one 
point, when her father and smallest brother opened the 
door to face the Israeli soldiers to tell them, in Hebrew, 
that the building was filled only with civilians, women and 
children, both were shot dead at close range.

It was during the early morning shelling that Amal was hit 
by something on her head.  When the solders allowed her 

to go, she was rushed to al-Shifa Hospital where Dr. Gilbert 
cared for her.  Her lips were cracked and dried, and her 
body severely dehydrated, and she looked more like an old 

lady than a young schoolgirl.  But 
she survived.

After the wounded were 
evacuated, the army demolished 
the building with the dead bodies 
inside.  It was only possible to 
remove them from under the 
debris after the army withdrew, 
some two weeks later.

But, before they withdrew, the 
soldiers scrawled their mission 
with graffiti on the walls of the 
Samuni family home, some in 
Hebrew, many in  crude English:  
“Arabs need 2 die”, “Die you all”, 
“Make war not peace”, “1 is down, 

999,999 to go”, “The Only Good Arab is a Dead Arab.”

The warehouse massacre cost the lives of at least 26 
members of the Samuni family, including 10 children and 
seven women.  The Israeli Army later concluded in its 
“investigation” that the killing of civilians “who did not 
take part in the fighting” was not done knowingly and 
directly, or out of haste and negligence “in a manner that 
would indicate criminal responsibility.”

Three years after the massacre --- it was New Year’s 2012 --- 
Dr. Gilbert returned to Gaza to see how his patients were 
doing, especially Jumana and Amal.  Jumana, then going 
on four, was managing well with her two-fingered left 
hand.  And Amal, 12, was doing well in school, although 
she has terrible headaches.  Dr. Gilbert tells their family 
he is going on another speaking tour to U.S. and Canadian 
universities, and he asks what  they would like him to say.  
One of the adults replied: “Tell them this: Your tax money 
is killing our people!”

Update:  In October 2014, on his annual medical visit to 
Gaza, Dr. Gilbert was stopped at the Israeli Erez checkpoint 
and banned indefinitely from entering Gaza.  The reason: 
He posed a “security risk.” 
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food, education, safe water

and human security? Why

are they denied basic hu-

man rights with so little

concern from Western gov-

ernments?

Small gifts are ex-

changed, we play and

laugh—and suddenly it

feels like it could have been

a normal afternoon. Amal’s

mother tells me she wants

to share two pictures with

me. From a drawer she

takes out two pictures: her

beloved husband, alive,

and her smallest son, pic-

tured in the morgue in al-

Shifa Hospital with bullet wounds in the chest.

“They shot them when he opened the door to

plea for mercy,” she tells me, pointing to her hus-

band.

“My little boy bled to death. They did not allow

the ambulances through, nor could we leave.”

I am speechless. There is no normality in Gaza.

Before we leave, we agree to take the twins to al-

Quds Hospital in Gaza city a few days later for a CT-

scan to see what is wrong. We find bullets remaining

in Amal’s brain and a bullet in the muscles of Abdal-

lah’s buttock. The latter is removed with minor sur-

gery the next day. The Israeli bullet in Amal’s brain

is too risky to remove due to its location.

Amal, Abdallah, Jumana and the other 990,000

Palestinian children and youngsters 18 years and

younger are still forced to live in the world’s largest

open-air prison.

We cannot rest until this situation is solved. ■
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Zionism: What Is It?

The Lydda Death March, 
the bombing of Iraqi 
synagogues, the poisoning 
of Palestinian wells, the 
corralling of Bedouin 
Arabs, the gassing of Beit 
Jala school children, the 
bias against Palestinian 
farmers, the ecological 
scarring of a fertile land, 
the massacre in Gaza, the 
bias, here in the U.S. against 
telling the Palestinian side of the story --- this is  the legacy 
of Zionism.

Google defines Zionism as a movement originally for 
the re-establishment and now for the development and 
protection of a Jewish nation in what is now Israel.

Norman Finkelstein received his doctoral degree from 
Princeton University for his dissertation “The Theory 
of Zionism.”  In his Link article for December 1992 he 
distinguishes two basic types of nationalism: liberal 
nationalism with roots in the French Revolution and ethnic 
nationalism with roots in German Romanticism.

Liberal nationalism has as its main pillar the citizen: the 
state is constituted by its citizens and between citizens is 
complete legal equality.  Romantic nationalism’s main pillar 
is the ethnic nation: each state belongs to a particular ethnic 
nation, and the latter occupies a privileged position in the 
state.

Historians, according to Finkelstein, generally agree on the 
Germanic origins of Zionism. He cites the Israeli historian 
Anita Shapiro who writes “It was the Romantic-exclusivist 
brand of nationalism that contained certain ideas able to 
function as a basis for an elaborated notion of a Jewish 
nation and national movement.” 

 It was also the Germanic notions of nationalism that 
culminated in Nazism. Revealingly, the only Jews for whom 
Hitler reserved any praise in “Mein Kampf ” were the 
Zionists, whose affirmation of the national character of the 

Jew conceded the central Nazi tenet that, not withstanding 
his citizenship, the Jew is no German.

The Romantic essence of the Israeli state, according to 
Finkelstein, was reaffirmed in 1989 by a High Court 
decision that any political party which advocated complete 
equality between Jew and Arab can be barred from fielding 
candidates in an election.  And, more recently, in 2018, the 
Israeli Knesset approved the ‘nation-state’ bill that promotes 
Jewish-only settlements, downgrades Arab language status 
and limits the right to self-determination to Jews only.

 

Criticism of Zionism: Is It Anti-Semitic?

This is the question 
posed by Allan 
Brownfeld in our 
December 2017 Link.  
He notes that, for 
many years now, there 
has been a concerted 
effort to redefine “anti-
Semitism” from its 
traditional meaning 
of hatred of Jews and 
Judaism, to criticism of 
Israel and opposition to Zionism.   Brownfeld, the editor of 
ISSUES, the quarterly journal of the American Council for 
Judaism, devotes much of his Link article to reviewing the 
long history of Jewish criticism of Zionism. It includes:

In 1919, in response to Britain’s Balfour Declaration 
calling for a “Jewish homeland” in Palestine, a petition was 
presented to President Wilson entitled “A Statement to the 
Peace Conference.”  It rejected Jewish nationalism and held 
against the founding of any state upon the basis of religion 
and/or race.  Among its prominent Jewish signers were Jesse 
L. Straus, co-owner of Macy’s ,and Adolph Ochs, publisher 
of The New York Times.

In 1938, alluding to Nazism, Albert Einstein warned an 
audience of Zionist activists against the temptation to create 
a state imbued with “a narrow nationalism within our own 
ranks.”
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In Appreciation
 

We note with sadness the passing of Ann 

Zwicker Kerr, a long-time AMEU friend and 

supporter. 

For a number of years Ann taught at the 

American University of Beirut and the American 

University of Cairo.  In 1984, her husband, 

Malcolm Kerr, then president of the American 

University of Beirut, was assassinated. Malcolm 

had been a member of our National Council 

and, after his death, Ann accepted our invitation 

to give her own endorsement of our efforts. .

For over 30 years we have been honored to have 

Ann’s name appear on every issue of The Link.  

She will be missed.

 
John F. Mahoney
Executive Director
 

In May 1948, in the midst of the hostilities that broke out 
after Israel unilaterally declared independence, Martin 
Buber despaired, “This sort of Zionism blasphemes the 
name of Zion; it is nothing more than one of the crude 
forms of nationalism.”

In his 1973 book “Israel: A Colonial-Settler State,” the 
French Jewish historian Maxime Rodinson wrote: “Wanting 
to create a purely Jewish or predominately Jewish state 
in Arab Palestine in the 20th century could not help but 
lead to a colonial-type situation and the development of a 
racist state of mind, and in the final analysis to a military 
confrontation.”

Brownfeld concludes that there is no historic basis for 
claiming that anti-Zionism is a form of anti-Semitism, and 
that the only purpose in making such a charge is to silence 
criticism of Israel and its policies. 

To be sure, anti-Semitism exists and should be confronted 
whenever it raises its ugly head; but legitimate criticism of a 
colonial-settler movement is not anti-Semitism.

 

What Is Christian Zionism? 

Christian Zionism is the belief of some Christians that the 
return of Jesus to their Promised Land is a sign of Christ’s 
immanent Second Coming, when true Christians will be 
raptured in the air, while the rest of mankind is slaughtered; 
144,000 Jews will bow down before Christ and be saved, 
but the rest of  Jewry will perish.  Politically, they represent 
a significant bloc, with a potential 40 million followers in 
the U.S. and 70 million worldwide. Two Link issues offer  
insight into these believers:

“Christian Zionism” (November 1983) by O. Kelly Ingram, 
professor at the Divinity School of Duke University. This 
issue traces the roots of Christian Zionism back to 17th 
century England, and shows the influence it had on the 
signers of the Balfour Declaration.

“Beyond Armageddon” (October-November 1992) by 
Donald Wagner, then Director of Middle East Programs for 
Mercy Corps International. Wagner documents the growing 
influence of Christian Zionism among U.S. televangelists.

What Did The U.N. General Assembly Say 
About Zionism?

U.N. General 
Assembly 
Resolution 
3379 
determined 
that Zionism 
is a form 
of racism 
and racial 
discrimination. 
The resolution 
was based on 
four statements 
delivered 
to the General Assembly by Dr. Fayez Sayegh, a 
Palestinian intellectual employed by Kuwait. His 52-page 
documentation is available and downloadable on our 
website under AMEU Publications.

While working with Dr. Sayegh on editing his manuscript, 
I asked him what, apart from not being allowed to return to 
his homeland, was the hardest part of his exile.  He thought 
for a moment, then replied: “The fact that my children don’t 
speak Arabic.”

In 1991, when Israel made revocation of Resolution 3379 a 
precondition of its entering the Madrid Peace Conference, 
the U.N., under fierce pressure from the U.S., complied.

 

To Conclude:

Many are responsible for AMEU’s Archive.

I think of the Rev. Humphrey Walz, a Presbyterian minister, 
who edited The Link for its first two years. After WWII 
Humphrey worked in New York for the resettlement of 
Jewish survivors of the Holocaust then, following 1948, he 
aided in the resettlement of Palestinian refugees.

I think of Grace Halsell, an acclaimed journalist, whose 
Journey to Jerusalem was one of the first books by a 
mainstream American journalist to report on what the 
Palestinians call their Catastrophe. Grace would go on to 
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In May 1948, in the midst of the hostilities that 
broke out after Israel unilaterally declared independ-
ence, Martin Buber despaired, “This sort of Zionism 
blasphemes the name of Zion; it is nothing more 
than one of the crude forms of nationalism.” 

In his 1973 book “Israel: A Colonial-Settler State,” 
the French Jewish historian Maxime Rodinson wrote: 
“Wanting to create a purely Jewish or predominately 
Jewish state in Arab Palestine in the 20th century 
could not help but lead to a colonial-type situation 
and the development of a racist state of mind, and in 
the final analysis to a military confrontation.” 

Brownfeld concludes that there is no historic basis 
for claiming that anti-Zionism is a form of anti-
Semitism, and that the only purpose in making such 
a charge is to silence criticism of Israel and its poli-
cies.  
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confronted whenever it raises its ugly head; but le-
gitimate criticism of a colonial-settler movement is 
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that the return of Jesus to their Promised Land is a 
sign of Christ’s immanent Second Coming, when 
true Christians will be raptured in the air, while the 
rest of mankind is slaughtered; 144,000 Jews will 
bow down before Christ and be saved, but the rest of  
Jewry will perish.  Politically, they represent a sig-
nificant bloc, with a potential 40 million followers in 
the U.S. and 70 million worldwide. Two Link issues 
offer  insight into these believers: 

“Christian Zionism” (November 1983) by O. Kelly 
Ingram, professor at the Divinity School of Duke 
University. This issue traces the roots of Christian 
Zionism back to 17th century England, and shows the 
influence it had on the signers of the Balfour Declara-
tion. 

“Beyond Armageddon” (October-November 
1992) by Donald Wagner, then Director of Middle 
East Programs for Mercy Corps International. Wag-
ner documents the growing influence of Christian 
Zionism among U.S. televangelists. 

 

What Did The U.N. General Assembly Say 
About Zionism? 

 
U.N. General Assembly Resolution 3379 deter-

mined that Zionism is a form of racism and racial 
discrimination. The resolution was based on four 

statements delivered to the General Assembly by Dr. 
Fayez Sayegh, a Palestinian intellectual employed by 
Kuwait. His 52-page documentation is available and 
downloadable on our website under AMEU Publica-
tions. 

    While working with Dr. Sayegh on editing his 
manuscript, I asked him what, apart from not being 
allowed to return to his homeland, was the hardest 
part of his exile.  He thought for a moment, then re-
plied: “The fact that my children don’t speak Ara-
bic.” 

 In 1991, when Israel made revocation of Resolu-
tion 3379 a precondition of its entering the Madrid 
Peace Conference, the U.N., under fierce pressure 
from the U.S., complied. 

 
To Conclude: 
Many are responsible for AMEU’s Archive. 
I think of the Rev. Humphrey Walz, a Presbyte-

rian minister, who edited The Link for its first two 
years. After WWII Humphrey worked in New York 
for the resettlement of Jewish survivors of the Holo-
caust then, following 1948, he aided in the resettle-
ment of Palestinian refugees. 

 

Dr. Fayez Sayegh addressing the U.N. General     
Assembly, 1975   

Dr. Fayez Sayegh addressing the 
U.N. General Assembly, 1975
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write four feature articles for The Link, and serve on 
AMEU’s Board of Directors for 18 years, until her 
death in 2000.

I think of Bob Norberg, the president of AMEU from 
2005 to 2015. During that time he created AMEU’s 
website, and its digital archive going back to 1968. 
And today, each new issue of The Link is posted 
online by his son Jeffrey Norberg.

I think of Jane Adas, AMEU’s current president. In 
1991, I received a postcard, signed “Jane Adas,” with 
the one sentence: “If you can use volunteer help, I’d 
be happy to come in a day each week.”  Jane, it turned 
out, was Prof. Jane Adas of Rutgers University, one 
of the most knowledgeable people I know on the 
Palestine question. Five times she has put her body 
where her words are by spending three to nine week 
stints in Hebron with the Christian Peacemaker 
Teams, where she stood between  Palestinians who 
live there and Jewish settlers who  harass them in 
an attempt to steal more of their land. In 2001, she 
wrote a Link issue on her Hebron experience, “Inside 
H-2.”  In 2009, Jane was one of the first Americans 
to get inside Gaza to see the devastation wrought 
by Israel’s Operation Cast Lead; see her 2009 Link 
article “Spinning Cast Lead.”  Today, in addition to 
being AMEU’s third president, she is the proofreader 
par excellence of every Link issue. Never has a 
postcard heralded such a treasure.

When I was in high school, I read a book on the 
Holocaust.  What I  mostly recall is a comment 
by a woman survivor of Auschwitz who said that 
what pained her most  deeply was the thought that 
nobody outside the camp would ever know the hell 
they were going through --- much less care.

My hope is that Palestinians will see our Archive as 
a witness to their Catastrophe: that their suffering is 
known --- and that we do care.               ■

 Welcome Nicholas Griffin
 

It is with the greatest pleasure that A.M.E.U. 
welcomes Nicholas Griffin as its next 
Executive Director. 

 Nicholas is an independent consultant who 
has worked with the U.N. Department of 
Public Information, the American University 
in Cairo, Youth Recreational Facilities  in the 
West Bank, as well as projects in  Algeria, 
Ghana, Jordan, Morocco, and Niger.

 

He is a long-time supporter of A.M.E.U. 
and well acquainted with our institutional 
goals.  Along with publishing and editorial 
experience, he brings a firm grasp of the 
digital age, its opportunities and challenges.

 When I became executive director, some 43 
years ago, someone told me: “Remember, in 
your job, as in life, money isn’t everything.  
But,“ he was quick to add, “it is way ahead 
of whatever comes third.” I told Nick we had 
a loyal band of donors that he could count 
on as he leads AMEU into a future of better 
Middle East Understanding. 

			         Inshallah!
 John Mahoney, Editor

Nicholas Griffin
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To Support The Link
A $40 voluntary annual subscription is 
requested to defray cost of publishing 
and distributing The Link and AMEU’s 
Public Affairs Series.

Your Contribution to AMEU is Tax Deductible
Please send recent Link issues
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